— "»4 * 
A — © . 
% þ 4 „ 
| Y | : * - * 
e 
* * FL | 
3 
7 = a. 1 = Th 
. 5 2 
| — + get * ; 
| , 8 * * 1 
Xt 5 
4 = * : 1 
R.. 5 
% Mfr i 
* N N 
N . * 0 * 
, 5 1 
r bs #2 ., 
G SS * 
” a5 1 1 
g 1 ” * : 
ISO 
= * 9 1 
* 
* 
* 
* 1 o 1 A * 
x : * "x 9 
% 7 
v ** 
* 0 p 
of a 
%- * Hd * <A 
3 * 5 
: * * * 
wr 48 * 8 W * 
N - 
» 1 - 4 
* 
.* * — 
„* » 
# 
os *. 
; = — — 


— 


e 


THE 


TEMPEST, 


: oe * 
RELIGIOUS and MORAL 


ESSAY. 


„ 


f B ROBERT NOYES. /F 
| Author of Dis rRESS, a Poem; MiscEzL- 
LANIES, &c. 


Th' ALMIGHTY 


Rides on the WurrLwinD, and direfts the STORM, 
ADD1s0N, 
— — 


C RANBRO OK: 
Printed and Sold by S. WarzRs; 
ALS o, 
Sold by che Avro, in Cranbrook ; W. Bis row, 
Canterbury; J. — Tunbridge- Wells; and T. 
| Baticous, Burwaſh. 


M.DCC.XCI. 


.. 
* 
. 
CY 1 
, 
CY — 
, 7 
% 
„ 
- 
* 
% 
— 
a. 
s & : 
—_— ab. _— * „ — 0 ttt: * "_ ” 
— _ — * — — A — — % . ——— < - — — p 
2 3 4 % — „ö I 2 Oe 0 I T I 


TO HIS KIND AND FRIENDLY 
SUBSCRIBERS, 
THE AUTHOR DEDICATES 
THE FOLLOWING 
HUMBLE ESSAY, 
WITH 
GRATEFUL 
ACKNOWLEDCEMENT 
OF 
THEIR FAVORS; 
HOPING 2 
THEY WILL NEVER BE EXPOS'D 
TO SUCH 
TEMPESTS, IN THE 
NATURAL WORLD, AS ARE 
THEREIN DELINEATED; 
NOR 
TO ANY OF THOSE PERNICIOUS 
| STORMS, "th 
WHICH- ARE OFTEN FEL T 
IN SOCIAL LIFE: 
UNDER THE PLEASURE OF 
THIS 


„ 


— THIS HOPE, - 
I BEG LEAVE TO 
SUBSBRIBE MYSELF, 


WITH SINCERE RESPECT, 
THEIR MOST OBEDIENT 
AND OBLIGED SERVANT, 


ROBERT NOYES. 
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P R E F A C F. 
HE following humble attempt Was 
occaſioned by the uncommonly tem- 
peſtuous weather of the laſt winter, and 
the deſign of it is to impreſs the human 
mind with a religious Veneration of that 


omnipotent BEING, who is ſaid (in the 
ſublime language of Scripture) *to ride on 


the wings of the wind, — *to make thick 


darkneſs his pavilion; and to have his way 
in the whirlwind and in the ſtorm.” 


Scarcely any phenomena, in this ele- 
mentary ſyſtem; excite ſuch fearful appre- 
henſions in the heart of man, as the vivid 
Lightning, the rolling Thunder, the impe- 
tuous Hail and irreſiſtible Wind; when 
theſe aweful meſſengers are ſent abroad by 
the Sovereign of the Univerſe, even the 

A 2 ſtout- 


Wow I -V - — — — 


who PREFACE. 


LEARY, i 


— look aghaſt and ſtand appal- 
led.— It is recorded of the impious N E- 


RO, chat in a ſtorm of Lightning and 


Thunder he would ſeek for ſafety under 
his bed; and ſo great was the alarming ter- 


ror of his conſcience, at ſuch ſeaſons, that 


even the ſound of a driven leaf would 
chaſe him.“ | 


To . the tremendous convulſions 
in the material world, is beyond my pow- 
er, and I confeſs mylelf unequal to the taſk. 
Tue conſciduſneſs of my inability for ſo ar- 
duous a work, will I truſt, ſecure. me the 
candour of an indulgent Reader, though it 
may not be allowed as a proper excuſe' for 
the boldneſs of the undertaking. 


„be man who ſends his writings abroad 
from the preſs, without the ſanction of a 
Right Honourable, or Honourable Name, 


to patroniſe his work and caſt a veil over 
| its 


n 


its defefts, is in ſome meaſure like one, 


who ventures to ſea in a feeble bark with- 


out a rudder or pilot, in danger from eve- 
ry guſt, and expoſed to hourly perils from 


rocks and Jatent quickſands. Yet, not- 
withſtanding the hazards of the enterpriſe, 
I launch into the wide literary ſea, where 
critics (like ſharks) are watching for their 
prey, hoping that through the ſerene guar- 
dianſhip of many worthy friends, my little 
veſſel will return ſafely into port. 


To their protection (dropping metaphors) 
I commit the' enſuing Eſſay, and requeſt 
their acceptance of my ſincere thanks for 
every mark of fayor, formerly received by 
their 
_. Much obliged 
and reſpectful Servant, 


ROBERT NOYES. 
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| 
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THE 


TEMPEST, & 


| HE ſcenes attendant on human life, 
= juſtly be compared to the wind 
in this climate, which ſuddenly ſhifts from 
one point to another; or they may be li- 
kened to the ſpacious ocean, which © ne- 
ver continues in one ſtay” —the days of 
proſperity are aptly repreſented by calms 
and ſummer- ſerenity; thoſe of adverſity by 
ſtorms and winter hurricanes. — 


Tas viciſſitudes in the material world, 
are not more numerous than thoſe which 


- accompany the rational race, and are ap- 


parently without diſcrimination of charatt- 


er, as the“ ſun ſhines on the evil and the 


good,” and the tempeſt beats on the juſt 
and the unjuſt.” _ | ADE; 
3 Tux 


T: H E 3T;1 K M P EST. 


, 


Tax intention of fn ator in this un- 
poliſhed Eſſay, is not to inveſtigate the o- 
rigin of ;winds, as to their natural cauſes, 
(they being ſaid to * blow where they liſt“) 
but to trace the deſolating effects of rag- 
ing ſtorms, overwhelming waters, and “o- 
cean into tempelt wrought Mr. Addiſon 
bo ech given an awfully grand deſcription of 
the fatal conſequences of contending ele- 
ments, in foreign climes; his words are moft 
pictureſque, and fill the mind with terror 
while they are read — | 


' re 


So where our vaſt Numidian wilds extend, 
Sudden th' impetuous hurricanes deſcend, 
* Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play, 
Tear up the ſands and ſweep whole plains away: 
The helpleſs Traveller, with wild ſurpriſe, 
Sees the dry deſart all around him riſe, 
„And ſmother d in the * whiclwind—dies.” 

C 54 10. 


IN. the ſpace of the laſt four months, the 
inhabitants of this Iſland have been alarm- 
ed by unuſual tempeſts, attenFed with ſuch. 
Ligktning and Thunder, as might awaken 
e the 


TEE TEMPEST] #. 


the moſt obdurate ſinner, to a religious 
fear of that Almighty Being, who can ſhake 

the univerſe (if he pleaſe) with the breath of 
his mauth; and ought to incite the moſt a- 

bandoned mind, to a ferious reflection on 

that tremendous day, * when the elements 

ſhall melt with fervent heat —when “the 
viſible heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
noiſe, and the LoD JEsvs (the Saviour 

and judge of men) ſhall be revealed to the 
aſtoniſhed world in “ flaming fire, and 
this ſublunary globe, with the material works 

that are therein, “hall be burnt up.“ 


Hzxz let us pauſe Ye volatile and 
gay; ye prolligate and prodigal; ye chil- 
dren. of this world, who make Pleafure , 
your Ido}, or Gold your God; ye giddy 
and fantaſtic tribe of mortals, unuſed to 
meditate, averſe to ſober thoughts, ſay,” if 
ye tremble when the forked Lightnings 
blaze; if ye ſhudder at the Thunder's roar; 
| fay, how will ye be able to bear the fiery 
indignation of the Lo xp, or abide the ſound 

B 2 of 
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of the Angel's voice, who at the latter day 
ſhall *ſtand upon the ſea and upon the earth; 
ſhall lift up his hand to heaven, and ſwear 
by him who hveth for ever and ever, that 
time ſhall be no more* ?”” If Fear ſtimu- 
lates you' to retire to ſome ſecret corner, 
as a “covert from the ſtorm'' of an hour; 


Tet Faith engage you to ſeek ſuccour from 


the tempeſt of wrath hereafter, by flying now 
for refuge to the all-ſufficient REDEEMER, 


who 1s, 


From ſtorms a ſhelter, and from heat a ſhade.” | 
| | Pope's Meſſiah, . 


In the natural world, when the boiſte- 
rous winds have exhauſted their ſtrength 
and ſpent their fury, a quiet calm ſucceeds; 
when „the ſtorm is rock'd to reſt,” Sereni- 
ty diſplays her placid countenance; not a 
leaf, but that of the tremulous aſpen, is in 
motion; the ſea is unruffled as the celeſtial 


canopy ; the lark, lately terrified and ſilent, 
“ Mounts 


* Rev. x. 5. 6. 


THE TEMPEST. 5 


% 


„Mounts from his neſt, and as he mounts' 
he ſings; all nature ſeems alert and cheer- 
ful; the lambkins ſport in pleaſing frolics; 
the voilets breathe their ſweets, and philo- 
mel makes the groves vocal with her even- 
ing ſong. 


So is it in the human and moral life. 
Days and nights of affliction and ſorrow 
paſs away like the wind, and ſeaſons of glad- 
neſs and joy enſue « Weeping may en- 
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning *” the dark ſcenes of adverſity 
give place to the brighter ones of proſperi- 
ty the lines of an admirable poet em- 
phatically expreſs this truth, when he re- 
marks, 7 


- 


% Our lives diſcolour'd with our preſent woes, 
May ſtill grow bright and ſmile with happier hours. 


ADD1$80N., 


In the moral ſtate, the clouds and dark- 
neſs - 


* Pal. xxx. 5. 


6 THE TEMPEST, 


neſs of; deſpendency ſometimes overſhadow' 
the ſoul, yet tbeſe may unexpeAedly be 
diſpelled, and hope ſhine upon the mind 
with a ſerene and heavenly radiance. Guzlt 
may diſturb the confcience, as ſtorms work 
the ſea into tumult, and this troubled ſtate 
may be ſoon followed by the peaceful inter- 
nal calm, which is produced by pardon from 
on bigh—— the mind, lately agitated by. 
ſudden guſts of inward terror, and the; 
e fearlu} looking for of judgment“; may, 
by the gentle voice of the pacific Media- 
tor, be commanded into ſtillneſs, and the 
once troubled ſoul eu fy 3241 


Cn —-— - .o"—> 


7 cum * — as 2 * | 
« When not a breath of wind flies o'er its ſurface. ” 
Abou 


Tux let not che 4 of adverſity 
diſmay, nor the refreſhing breeze of proſ- 
perity elate, for they are both changeable 
as the wind, but rather cultivate a fixed re- 


liance 
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liance on the glorious IEA, „ with * 
whom there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow 
of turning *. ” | 


To the grateful Calm, when all around 
is * huſh'd as the foot of night, rapidly 
ſucceeds the roaring ſtorm, which "ruſhes 
through the atmoſphere with a mighty found 
and irreſiſtable violence; then rock the bat- 
tlements; the loſty ſpires ſhake and fall; 
« the rocks are thrown down by it; “* the 
tall and ſpreading oaks, the pride of ages, 
are leveled with the ground; „the cloud- 
capt towers ” are rent aſunder; when the 
raging tempeſt kindles into etherial flame, 
what devaſtation and ruin doth it create;! 
The higheft mountains feem ſtruck with ter= 
ror , and tremble to their foundations — 
« the gorgous palaces and folemn temples?” 
blaze; the affrighted fpeRator ſhrinks with- 
in bimſelf; and, to borrow the language of 

| „n 


* Jam. i. 17. 
1 Furt ſummos falmina montes —— Ho RACER. 


4 THE 7T:EMP.E'S:T; 
an elegant Author, 


6 "oth crack and windows clap, and night's foul bird 
bs Rock d. in the ** ſcreams loud ” 


The Grave, 


From the deſolations occaſioned on land, 
by the violence of raging winds, Jet us turn 
our eyes tothe troubled ſea! Reader, ſup- 
poſe thyſelf on ſome promontary, or at the 
ſummit of a lofty cliff! Look down on the 
expanded ocean, agitated by ſtorms, when 
the waves thereof lift up themſelves like 
. mountains; when the billows foam and daſh 
againſt the rocks with a tremendous noiſe; 
bow ſolemn the ſcene ! how auguſt, how 
powerful that ſupreme Being, who by a 
word of his mouth can command the tu- 
mult into ſmoothneſs and ſilence, and with 
effective authority can ſay to the impetuous 
ſea, © Hitherto ſhalt thou come and no far- 
ther, and here ſhall thy proud waves be 
Haz”! - 


View n veather-beaten ſhips, al- 
| mn 
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ternately mounting to the clouds ard ſink- 
ing to the deeps; their towering maſts ſwept 
away by the fury of the winds; their rudders 
loſt by the irreſiſtible force of the waters, 
and expoſed to a mercileſs ſea, which eve- 
ry moment is threatening to ſwallow them 
up; ſee them driven faſt toward ſhore, 
where their deſtruction will be almoſt inevi- 
table; now ſee them embay'd without hope 
of ſafety, forced violently on the pointed 
rocks, and in an inſtant broken into pieces; 
the diſtreſſed mariners embrace a feeble ſe- 
curity on broken planks, till exhauſted 
with fatigue, or daſhed againſt the cliff, 


* they ſink into a watery grave. 

7 „ Taxy who go dovn to the ſea in ſhips, 
th and do buſineſs in great waters,” have 
us been witneſſes to ſuch ruinous cataſtrophes; 
ir- they ſee the terrible works of the Loxo, 
be and his awful“ wonders in the deep. *' 


Wurzn Night ſpreads her canopy of ſack- 
. cloth over the heavens, and puts out every 
ely C ſtar, 


— 
— 


— —— 
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tar, Darkneſs increaſes the danger of the 
dreadful ſtorm; the affrighted ſeamen know 
their peril, but cannot avoid it and with 
diſtracting agonies wait their ſpeedy death. 


Harry thrice happy thoſe among them, 


who in ſuch a perilous moment of diſtreſs, 


can lay hold of the Rock or Aczs for 
ſupport; can with confidence and well 


grounded hope, fly to the Gov who *hold- 


eth the waves in the hollow of his hand, 


is a © hiding place from the wind, and a re- 
fuge from the ſtorm.” | 


Tux morning ſmiles with a {ſerene coun 


tenance, and the ſun riſes in celeſtial ſplen- 
dor; the ſame ſtorm which ſwelled the wa- 
ters and covered the beach with remnants of 


wreck'd veſſels and mangled bodies, hath 
now diſſipated the clouds, and is itſelf lull- 
ed to ſleep by the gentle voice of Gon. 
How aſtoniſhing the contraſt! How pleaſ- 
ing the change from darkneſs to light, from 


roaring tempeſt to ſilent calmneſs! 
Such 


TiHFE TTM EST. 


8c is oſtentimes the way of Providence 
in human affairs; the ſame unſearchable 
Conduct which for a while obſcures and diſ- 
turbs the ſcenes of human life, at length 
brightens and ſoftens them into tranquility. 
Tux villagers; reſtleſs amidſt the terrors 
of the night, now quit their cottages and re- 
new their daily toil; * the ſchool-boy with 
his ſatchel in his hand,” treads lightly o- 
ver the lawn; the ſhepherds unfold their 
ſleecy charge; * the herald of the morn ”? 
tunes to the * jocund day, and the face 
of nature looks mild and placid. 


Ta AxsciExr ſerenity ! Fleeting plea- 
ſure ! Yon ſcarlet cloud, apparently ſcarce 
broader than the warrier's ſhield, rapidly 
enlarges its dimenſions, and becomes black 
as the Ethiopian's ſkin; as the cloud ſpreads 
and darkens, the wind riſes and bids defi- 
ance to all oppoſition; the lightning vibrates 
and the thunder rolls in dreadful vollies ; 
the cloud opens and pours out its ſtores of 


C 2 rain 
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rain and hail; in this awful and ſudden vi- 
ſitation, © hear attentively the noiſe of the 
ALMIGHTY's voice, and the ſound that 
goeth out of his mouth. He diretteth it 
under the whole Heaven, and his Light- 
ning unto the ends of the earth. Ile thun- 
dereth with the voice of his Excellency.” 
ROM ELIHVU. 


Now the cottagers haſten to the neigh- 
bouring trees for ſhelter; they ſtand aghaſt 
beneath the ſpreading oak, whoſe branches 
attract the forked flames; the tree is ſplin- 
ter'd into atoms, and the helpleſs villagers 
meet their ruin, where they ſought their 
ſhelter. 


Tat ſhepherds flee from their flocks, 
and betake themſelves to their thatched - 
huts for covert; in a moment the combuſ- 
tibles blaze, and the places of their ſuppoſ- 
cd ſafety, become their funeral piles. | 


Faou hence a thoughtful ſerious mind 
would 
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would infer, that no certain ſecurity, in 
the hour of danger, is to be found in earth- 
ly things; and that the only ſure abode of 
refuge, is under © the ſhadow of the Ar- 
MIGHTY.” --: To 
ei, 23) + 1946538 N } T 
Tas. wives and children of the villagers 
anxiouſly wait their return; and crowding 
at the cottage door, exclaim, Why are they 
fo long in coming? The flocks ſeem to 
bleat in ſorrow for their abſent paſtors; a 
fearful conſternation! poſſeſſes every boſom 
in the lowly cots, and wearied with painful 
expectation, che kindred and friends of the 
abſentees ſet out in ſearch for them. They 
tread the fields * with wandering ſteps and 
flow; at length they deſcry the proſtrate 
oak, and beneath its branches they behold 
their relatives, cloſely locked in the cold 
embraces of Death; the livid corpſe of each 
victim is conveyed to his late reſpective 
home, and the widows and fatherleſs chil= 


dren of the deceaſed, follow in mournful 
| plight, 
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plight, their breaſts ſwelling with fighs, 
their cheeks moiſtened with teafs, and their 
tet © wet wich the cold evening dev.“ 
= TE 20 „L al 44 St I 4% | 
Tux report of their re dead 5s 
quickly circulated through the village, 
which how lbdcomes oſie general / ſeat of 
woe]; the paſſing-beil ſpreads the melkmeho-..: 
ly neee adjacent hamlets, which be- 
come the ſilent ſcenes of inward ſorrow ;. 
tae; vertrable Vicar and his compatſhonate! 
Wife, de xiſit che fatherleſs children and Wi- 
dos i in ibeir aiſlictioni ! and er 
theenhes eupgf, chriſtian nne 


1908 noob forego! 
4 * is appointed for ** interment y 
the beloved dead; it, arrives andthe, villa- 
gers in ſober ſadneſs attend the funerals; , 
the proceſhon moyes with ſolemn flownels, , 
and the prieſt pronounces with a dejetted, 
voice thoſe words of divine truth, The , 
Lord gave and che Lord hath taken away.“ 
The youths of the village ſtrew the church- 
yard, with roſemary and cypreſs, wet with 
tears; 
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tears; one ample grave receives their clay- 

cold bodies, which-ars-commitied to it“ in 
hope of a Refurrettion to eternal” Life, 
through our Lord JESS Cuntsr 12. — 


rr 

. the funerat rites are finiſhed, 
each mournful attendant looks with a lan- 
guiſhing eye into the“ Houſe appointed for 
all living; after ſtänding awhile ſighing 
and ſilent ar6und the mouth of the glutted 
grave, they ſing in notes of Jamentation, 
che following dirge, compofed on the beca- 
fion by the difcfnfOtne' Vier, feigen 
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Se rern, at wy 
ahh Hils le Roby Fleurt with Oe EI ri br 
| N. eee 12s 
42 7 Andazet ZR ae gut ef hlt nr 
21112. | poll di dert. of rot oft bas 


| at ths fierce Lightning! s blaſt," © 
Our friends and kindred breath'd their laſt; 
A quickitranſtation io che: bleſl, i; ” 


Ia everlaſling Reſt, 
Nat 
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ot for dhe dead we wee, 
Wbe in % cold embraces ſleep; 


But for ourſelves and children dear, 
We drop the mournful tear. 


oe Oh DEATH retentleſs foe, 
Who fills the living Heart with woe ! 
Why haſt thou rais d our inward fighs, 


Tux widows and orphans, with, their 
ſympathiz ing friends, returned penſive from 
the repoſitory of the dead, to their ſolitary 
habitations; the deſirè of all Vᷣas to conſole 
each other in the ſhort intervals of condo- 
lance; in the ſplendid circles of the Grea!, 

and in the noiſy commerce of Cities, ſuch 
tender feelings are ſeldom known; the gay 


world, enchanted with the love of pleaſure, 
and the mercantile, frantic in the purſuit 
of riches, forget ©.to weep with them that 
weep;”” the beſt picture of human, life, 


with a melting eye and ſympathetic heart, 
| | LY Is. 


— 
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is to be found in the cottages of the lowly, / 
whom nature hath taught © to feel another's 
woe.” | | 


Tux Villagers, fatigued "mi b 
retire to their beds, and ſeek for comfort 


in repoſe; the nightingale, in the ſhady 


grove, lulls them to ſleep with her plaintive 
ſong; the“ moon 8 in brightneſs, 
and that 
* refulgent Lamp of night, 
© O'er heav'n's clear azure ſhed her ſacred light; 
Then not a breath diſturb'd the doep ſerene, , 
nn f 
' | Pope's Homer. 


Bur ſoon the face of heaven was chang- 
ed; the newly riſen ſun ſhed his rays on a 
gentle ſhower and formed a beautiful bow 
in the weſt, which © encompaſſed the hea- 
vens with a glorious arch, and foreboded 
a deluge of rain. The 'winds awoke from 
a tranſcient ſlumber, and began to roar 
like a lion ſaddenly rouſed up. Daiknets 
overſpread the Hemiſphere, and carried 

D with 
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with it terror to the trembling heart; the 
earth quaked with fear, and all nature was 
convullcd; the © war of elements ſeemed 
to prognoſticate 


“The wreck of matter and the cruſh of worlds; | 
| | Cato's Soliloguy. 


it might have been accounted a kind of pre- 
lude to that 


&« Great day of dread, deciſion and diſpair, 
. Vous. 


when * the fin nil be nad indo der- 
neſs,” when © the heavens ſhall be folded 


up | like a ſeroll, and the earth and the works 
* that are therein ſhall be burnt up.” 


* ö 


This fatal period and che dreadful ſcenes 
preparatory to it, are deſcribed in the moſt | 
emphatic language by Dr. Young, in his po- 
em on the LAST DAY, which I beg 
leave to quote; | 


Loud peals of thunder give the ſign, and all 
Heaven's tetrors in array ſurround the ball; 


« Sharp 
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« Sharp tizhtnings with the meteor's blaze conſpire, 

«© And darted downward ſet the world on fire; 

From heav'n's four regions with immortal force, 

* Angels drive on the winds impetuous courſe, 

« T” enrage the flame; it ſpreads, it ſoars on high, 2 
sells inthe florm, and bellows through the ſky. : 
Here winding pyramids of fire aſcend, _ 

6 Cities and deſerts in one ruin blend; 

6 Here blazing volumes wafted, overwhelm 

The ſpacious face of a far diſtant realm; 

© There undermin'd down ruſh eternal hills, 

“The neighb'ring vales the vaſt deſtruttion fills. - 

And thou, my ſoul (oh! fall to ſudden pray r, 

« And let the thought ſink deep) ſhalt thou be there ? ” 


Taz noiſe of the mighty wind almoſt 
drowned the voice of the diſtant thunder, 
which made its approach toward the zenith. 
with amazing rapidity; the lightning vibra- 
ted to every point of the compaſs, and the 
opening clouds, as Milton ſtrongly ex- 

preſſeth it, 


ö As one great furnace — — 


N ow the profeſſed Atheiſt © believes and 
D 2 trembles; 
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trembles; the prophane Swearer.is ſtruck 
dumb with awe, or elſe perhaps it might be 
ſaid of him, as matter of admiration, „Be- 
hold he prayeth!“ In this elementary tu- 
mult, the proud Oppreſſor throws down 
his rod of iron, and the Miſer forgets his 
golden hoards; a temporary feriouſneſs ap- 
pears in every face, but when the ſtorm is. 
blown over, the Shadow of Region ispaſſed 


away min. | 9 7 


Tas clouds thicken. wad grow black as 
night; the wind blows with increaſed fury ; 
the thunder rolls through the inflamed hea- 
vens with the deepeſt ſolemnity of ſound ; 
all nature ſeems convulſed; fear ſeizes e- 

- very human heart, and trepidation every 

mb: even the beaſts of the field ſtand aſto- 
' © iſhed and look aghaſt—the feathered tribe 
lies to the woods, to the rocks; or to the 
thatched lodge for ſhelter the Tempeſt 
rapidly approaches; the agitated atmoſ- 
phere is dark as Erebus at one moment; 
and in the next, bright as the riſing day. 
Now 
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Now the Rnee, unuſed to bend in ho- 
mage, preſſes the watery ſod; and the 
Tongue, unaccuſtomed to pray, exclaims, 
«Lord! have mercy upon me; while the 
pious villagers, with hope and confidence 
in the ALMIGHTY, humbly ſay, „Shield 
us by thy Providence, and hide us in the 
hollow of thine hand, until theſe awful to- 
kens of thine Indignalion be over paſt. 


SupbriLy opens the conſummating 
$ ſcene, and the irreſiſtible Lightning breaks 
ö forth from the loaded clouds, with greater 
violence than a hungry Lion rufhes from 


; the thicket nothing can withſtand its 

. force; it ſtrikes indiſcriminately the hal- +2467 
lowed Fane and the lowly Cottage; „the 
p ſolemn Temples and the gorgeous Palaces.” . | 

X Lo! the village is in flames! the dilrelf. 

N ed inhabitants forſake their dwellings, run 

; frantic about the ſtreets, and ſhriek for help; 

| all is confuſion and terror — the habitations 


| of Labour and Contentment are ſoon laid in 
| aſhes, - « 


wife and child 


2 THE TEMPEST. 


aſhes, and the late occupiers become deſo- 
late and outcaſt; ſomething like this will it 
be at the laſt day, “When the trumpet ſhall 


ſound and the dead ſhall be raiſed; ** when 


(according to the inimitable metaphor of 
Young) : 


The ſwarm ſhall iſſue and the hive ſhall burn,” 
Am1DsT the danger and tumult of this 


alarming ſcene, DAMETAS forgot his a- 
ged mother, who was languiſhing on a bed 


of ſickneſs; and PHILANDER eſcaped - 


from the fiery ruin, unmindful of the be- 
loved partner of his joys and cares, who 

lay ſleeping with the fair emblem of Inno- 
cence, ſucking at her breaſt—recolleQed 
Thought ſoon ſtirs up remembrance of their 
forlorn kindred; one returns to ſeek his ve- 
nerable parent, and the other his amiable 
but how dreadful their 


diſappointment ! how ſhocking the ſpetta- 
cle ! too dreadful to be expreſſed ! too 
ſhocking for humanity to behold ! 


THe 
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Taz fire, kindled by an ethercal flaſh, 


had utterly conſumed their fleſh; and no 
fragments of their bodies remained, ſave a 
few pieces of ſcorched bone — DAMETAS 
wet the aſhes of his mother with tears of fi- 
lial ſorrow; and PHILANDER ſighed o- 
ver the relics of his wife and infant, with 
grief unutterable. 


Ec of the dejected Mourners retired 
from the devoted ſpot, like the firſt Pair ex- 
pelled from Paradiſe, | S 744 

— © Hand in hand, with wand'ring ſteps and ſlow,” 


is MiutTtox, 


Wuaar ſupported theſe alflicted Villagers 
under their exceſſive weight oſ woe? What 
alleviated their painful agonies of mind, 
and ſhed a ſweetening drop into their cup 
of bitterneſs? Surely, the ray of heaven- 
1y Hope, * that from the ſacred relics” of 
their departed relatives, © as from the fra- 
grant aſhes of a Phoenix, ſhould crelong a- 
Hſe illuſtrious forms, bright as the wings cf 

| angels, 
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angels, and laſting as the A5 of the new 


Jeruſalem.“ 
Wee s Med. among the Tombs. 


Tur clouds again 1 840 and the Light- 
ning diſplays itſelf with renewed vehemence 
and brilliancy, not much unlike the erup- 
tions of Etna and Veſuvius; its vivid elec- 
tric fire reaches the top of a conſecrated 
dome“, and inſtantly kindles it into flames ; 
the affrighted pariſhoners are alarmed and 
tremble for the ſafety of their habitations, 
and the place of their devotion; the cry of 
fire ſoon ſpread to an adjacent town +, and 
the aſſiſtance of an Engine is implored to 
quench the flaming pile. 


Tur fire was ſoon . but its 
9 on N rſt 


This ves 5 the ſpire of the pariſh church at Fat. 
tenden, in the Weald of Kent, being burnt by lightning 
on the 2gd. day of December, 1790. 

Cranbrooł, in the Weald, where is a Fire- Engine in 
readineſs for che uſe of the Inhabitants, and when wanted, 
1s kindly ſent to neighbouring villages, 
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firſt kindling is a valid proof, that“ Church- 
es are no Sanctuaries from the lightning 
of heaven. 


From the tempeſtuous ravages, viſible 
in ſequeſtered villages or populous towns 
and cities, let us ſoar on the wings of Ima- 
gination to ſome elevated promontary, and 
from thence take a view of the © troubled 
ſea; ”” ſuppoſe its ſurface, at riſing of the 
ſun, ſhining like burniſhed braſs, and 
ſmooth as poliſhed marble; all ſerenity a- 
round; not a breeze to fan the air, or ruf- 
lle the face of the watery deep; ſuppoſe a 
royal fleet becalmed at anchor; the ſailors 
ſporting on deck, and every ſurrounding 
object bearing the appearance of ſecurity. 


Ox the edge of the weſtern horizon, the 
ſky was dappled with cloudy fleeces; the 


porpoiſes played on the face of the Deep; 


the choughs, penguins and ſea-gulls ſport- 
ed in the air, as though Nature had been 
lulled to a perpetual reſt — the ſpeQators 

K ä 
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on the beach, and on the ſummit of the 
cliffs, admired the delightful proſpe&; the 
whole was variegated and enchanting; the 
ſun, in his full ſtrenth, -ſhone with unſpot- 
ed glory; the aqueous cryſtal reflected his 
beams, and added luſtre to the rene, beau- 
| tiful but tranſient. 


Ax unexpected change took place; the 
cloudy fleeces accumulated apace, and ga- 
thered blackneſs; the porpoiſes dived to 
their obſcure caverns; the choughs, pen-. 
guins and ſea-gulls ceaſed from their aerial 
paſtime, and wing'd their way to the holes 
of the rocks; theſe were the forebodings 
of an approaching tempeſt the wind, 
from a gentle gale, preſently roſe into a 
hurricane; the ſpeQtators haſtened to their 
homes, to eſcape the fury of the driving 
ſtorm; men are prompted by inſtinct, and 
and love of ſelf-preſervation, to retreat 
from danger; yet with. what difficulty are 
they prevailed on, © to flee from the Wrath 
to cane 


THz 


Taz Storm gathered faſt to its height; 


the waves of the ſea ſwelled up like moun- 


tains; the ſhips dragged their anchors, or 
broke their cables; ſome loſt their maſts 
and others their rudders; fo impetuous was 
the wind and ſo boiſterous the ocean, that 
not a veſſel in the fleet would anſwer to the | 
helm; ſome, like the unfortunate VIC- 
TORY, founderedand ſunk into the dark, 
unfathom' d caves of Ocean; others were. 
driven againſt the rocks, - and daſhed into 
pieces; moſt of the helpleſs mariners were 
buried in the deep, and a few, very few, 
were ſaved on a truſty plank. © 


Ir is difficult for a landſman to deſcribe 
a ſtorm-at ſea, or repreſent the ſtate of a 
ſhip in diftrefs, and ſplitting on the craggy 
rocks — the painter, who would draw a pro- 
per and ſtriking picture of ſuch a ſcene, 


muſt be a ſpeRtator of it. Being myfelf 


perſonally a ſtranger to ſhipwrecks, I beg 
leave to quote from Mr. Falconer, the po- 
N R who vas aboard the Britannia 

i E 2 Mer- 
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, Merchant-man, bound from Alexandria to 
Venice, which touched at the iſland of Can- 
dia, whence proceeding on her voyage, ſhe 
met with a violent ſtorm that drove her on 
the coaſts of Gyeece, where ſhe ſuffered 
ſhipwreck near Cape Colonne, three only of 
the crew being left alive. 


TEE ſplitting of the ip on the rocks he 
thus repreſents i in glowing and yy” co- 
lours. | 


« Lifted on-gath'ring billows, up ſhe flies, 

Her ſhatter'd top-maſt buried in the ſkies; 

* Borne o'er a latent reef, the hull impends, 

Then thund'ring on the marble crags deſcends : 

© Down. on the vale of death, with horrid cries, - 
The fated wretches, "trembling, caſt their eyes; 
, | | & Loſt to all hope, when lo! a ſecond ſhock , | {: 
4 | _ © Bilges the ſplitting veſſel on the rock; 


4 « Her groaning hulk the dire concuſſion feels, 
1 | “And with up-heaving floods ſhe nods and reels ; * ä 
f e Repeated ſirokes her cruſhing ribs divide: | 


9 


She looſens, phe, and 3 in ruins o er the tide,” 


Tas above Ss Author concludes kis 
pathetic 
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pathetic poem with the following impreſſive 
lines 


& Now had the Grecians on the beech arriy d, 

To aid the helpleſs few who yet ſurviv'd : 

« While paſling, they behold the waves o'erſpread 
With ſhatter'd rafts, and corſes of the dead; 
- © Three till alive, benumn'd and faint they find, 
In mourful ſilence on a rock reclin'd. 

The generous natives, mov'd with ſocial pain, 

© The feeble ſtrangers in their arms ſuſtain ; 

© With pitying ſighs their hapleſs lot deplore, 

And lead them trembling from the fatal ſhore,” 


From theſe quotations I return to the 
narrative of the tempeſt and wreck, on the 
ſouthern coaſt of this iſland, Le 


\ 


Taz ſtorm being blown over, the clouds 
diſperſed; the lightnings extinguiſhed, . the 
thunder huſh'd into filence, and the ſun 
ſhining in its meridian glory, the before at- 
frighted chrong reviſited the clift and the 
beach, to view the deſolations wrought 7 


the wind and waves. 


5 War a pedale of ruin and death pre- 
ſents 
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ſents iiſell to their eyes! ſome remnants of 
the wreck floating on the waters, and others 
driven on the ſhore ; the mangled carcaſes 
and broken limbs of the drowned ſailors, 
disfguring the ſands—— Oh! Death, what 
vide and ſuddlen· havoc haſt thou made In 
the profpe@ or meditation of fo deſolating 
a ſcene, what eye withholds the tear, what 
heart derte to * with forrow? 


« Now, white in bus 5 
„The ſwains lament, and maidens weep around; 
* While liſpiag children, touch d with infant fear, 
With wonder gaze and drop th' ungonſcious tear, 
* Oh! now this Moral Jet their ſouls retain, 
&« All thoughts of happineſs on earth are vain,” 
FALCONSR s Sure nge. 


T6 Gates piek*d up the FRY and 
pited their bodies into a little heap of Mor- 
tality. From che Hhore they were promiſ- 
couſſy conveyed to a neighbouring church- 
yard, and interred without, diſtintion in 
one common grave. Thete' they fleep to- 


gfther } in-a quiet reſting place, where no 
winds 
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winds of Calamiey blow, and no waves of 
Temptation rol}; there will they ſleep un- 
diſturbed, till the univerſal 


* Wieck of ns; ard the cruſh of worlds,” 
. CATO, 


BuT-thoſe who ſlumber in the duſt ſhall 


awake to a life immortal, 


Where then, O! Death, will be thy venom' fling, 

And where thy vaunted viftories, O! Grave? 

| * 0 

From the glutted grave we return to the 
ſandy ſhore, and behold it (on the retreat 
of the tide) covered with parts of the ſhat- 


_ tered veſſels, and their cargoes of different 


kinds; ſome collected the fragments for the 
benefit of the owners, but the far greateſt 
part of them was carried off by a band of 
plunderers, for their own uſe; this practice 
is baſely taking advantage of others calami- 
ties, and injuring the diſtreſſed beyond con- 
ception; more afts of humanity and juſtice 


are oftentimes found on foreign coaſts, than 


on 
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on the unhoſpitable ſhores of civilized Bri- 
tain®, Such execrable conduct would 
make the feeling African aſhamed, and put 
an untutored Laplander to the bluſh. 


TRANSITION 


from the lately troubled ſea, and ſhores, 
overſpread with wrecks, to the ſhady bow- 
ers and blooming groves. 

HERE flowers of various names diſplay 
their beauty, and all around diffuſe their 
odours ; the nightingale warbles melodiouſ- 
ly in the thorny thicket, while the aſcend- 
ing lark fills heaven's canopy with his lofty 
muſic; the lucid ftream moves in ſoft mur- 
murs over the pebbles; at a long diſtance 
is juſt heard the dying ſounds of a clacking 


mill, and echo faintly reverberates the noiſe 
of 


The cruel cuſtom of pillaging from Wrecks, and car- 
rying away the property of unfortunate men, is a diſgrace 
to any chriſtian country; yet it too much prevails on the 
coaſts of our poliſbed Iſland. 
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of a remote caſcade. The ſun declines to. 
the weſt, and ſets in unſullied luſtre. 


A perfect calmneſs reigns through the at- 
moſphere, not a leaf is ſhaken, and the 
whole ſeems as if Nature was lulled aſleep, 
in the lap of Silence. 


CONTRAST 


how delightful and charming, compared to 
that of the howling wind, * the war of ele- 
ments,“ and the confuſed roar of tumul- 
tuous billows ! 


SUCH 1s the difference between the noiſe 
of commercial cities ( where ſwarms the 
buſy multitude, *” where coaches rattle 
through the ſtreets, and loaded carriage; 
rumble over the uneven pavement) ſuch the 
difference between the Hurry of traffic, 
and the ſtill Calmne/s of contentment, re- 
tired to ſome rural villa. Such the diffe- 
rence ' between the dangerous ſcenes of 

F proud 
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proud Proſperity, and the ſafe retreat of 
humble Adverſity. 


Bur infinitely greater difference, be- 
tween the tempeſts and tumult of the fluc- 
tuating /ca of this world, and the peaceful 
harbour of the next; there all will be Sere- 
nity and Security, Happy the voyagers 
who are there arrived, who have eſcaped 
the dangers of life's perilous ocean, and 
are firmly anchored in the haven of REST. 


W are now embarked on feeble veſſels, 
and all bound for that unexplored country, 
«from whoſe bourn no traveller returns.“ 
Let us labour that we may be fitted for the 
| paſſage; may we take with us the Anchor 
of Hope, the Compaſs of the Goſpel, by which 
we may ſteer aright, the Helm of Prudence, 
and the Rudder of Fortitude. In this ha- 

zardous voyage, let us commit ourſelves to 
the care of PROVIDENCE, as our Pilot, 


« Spread all our Canvas for the heav'nly coal,” 20 


and 
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and bear away before the refreſhing Gales 
of the SPIRIT for our final home, 


7 Nor caſt one longing, ling'ring look behind.” 


HAY-MAKIN G. 


After a ſtorm the Sun more bright appears, 
And Beauty's cheek looks faireſt after tears, 


'SUCCESSIONS in the material and ele- 
mentary world are pleaſing, and a variety 
of ſcenes in the courſe of nature is beauti- 
ful and charming. Now the Tempeſt is 
paſt, the face of Creation docs not exhibit 
an apparent, but real Gaiety ; © the Spring's 
mouth, the breath of Jaſmine, and Violet's 
infant-ſweets *” impregnate the ambient air 
with odours; the graſs, that lately waved 
oyer the ſurface of the earth, is now mow- 
ed by the Labourer's ſythe; yeſterday it 
flouriſhed, to- day it fades; thus man *com- 
eth up like a flower, and is cut down ; ” 
what impreſſive elegance, what affecting 


truth is contained in the language of the 
Fi Prophet, 
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Prophet, who, in alluſion to human frailty, 
and man's tranſitory glory, thus writes! *All 
fleſh-is graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof 
is as the flower of the field; the graſs wither- 
eth, and the flower thereof paſſeth away.“ 


Tux mowers prepare work for the 
nymphs and ſwains, who haſten to the new. 
ſhorn meadows with rakes and prongs; their 

hands and tongues nimbly move; health 
and cheerfulneſs make their toil a ſport ; 
the jocund laugh and mirthful joke go briſk- . 
ly round; they ſeem rather to play than to 
labour, and yet their work goes on apace; 
high Noon calls them to the ſhady hedge, 
or the ſweet- ſcented Hay-cock ; here they 
ſatisfy the hungry demands of nature, with 
plain wholeſome viands, and flake their 
thirſt with the refreſhing juice of apples, or 
with moderate potions of barley-wine; they 
are ſtrangers to Luxury and Intemperance, 
and to the painful train of ills that follows 
them; they know, as it were by inſtinct, 


what Dr. Young has taught in the poetic 
ſchool, 


— — — — 1 
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ſchool, that 


Man wants but little, nor that little long“ 

Ys ſplendid flutterers at Courts and Le- 
vees! ye butter-flies of a week ! ye flim- 
ſey *goſſamers, that wanton in the ſummer- 
ray!“ ye delicate and fair! ye ſoft and 
pretty play-things,. | 


%% Harmonious touch d by "ET fineſt hand;” 


ye painted “ lilies of the valley, who nei- 


ther toil nor ſpin!” your Epicurean feaſts 
and wines from every vintage, are baneful 
and inſipid for want of rural life. 


NaTuRE being refreſhed, the lads and 
laſſes renew their arduous taſk, and ſcarce- 
ly ceaſe from their labours with the ſetting 
ſun; having finiſhed the buſineſs of the day, 
they retire from the fields and meads to their 
thatched habitations, the ſequeſtered abodes 


of Contentment and Joy; while on their 


return, the * warble away their fa- 
tigue 
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tigue, and in ſongs forget their ſweating la- 
bours; the ſwains join in chorus, or elſe 


4 Whittle as they go, for want of 2 ” 


As they ei their reſpeRive vos 
the prattling children run forth to meet 

; them; and all with innocent fondneſs, and 
Infant- joy, hang around the mother's neck. 


Tus oaken table is ſoon ſpread with 
home-ſpun cloth; the trenchers, clean as 
the cabinets of the Great, are laid in ruſtic 
order; a falutary ſupper is brought forth, 
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7 and the whole family ſet down to regale | 
ow themſelves, with what the labour of their 
. | hands had obtained. 

a. 4 x 

1 | AFTER a moderate repaſt, the firſt part v 
j of the ſhort remainder of the evening is | a 
: | ſpent in domeſtic chat, and the latter in e 


ſtrains of devotion to the UNIVERSAL ix 


FATHER; whoſe providential care ex- r 


tends to all his children, and whoſe prote&- 0 
ing 


24 > 2. F 2 


——- 


== 


ing hand draws around their beds © the. cur-: 
tains of Salvation. _ 


Unexpetted Cataſtrophe | 


! 
\ VIRTUE is not the common . ay 
to riches and worldly greatneſs; nor is. 
PIETY: always a ſhield from calamities 
; and adverſity; the villagers were faſt lock 
th ed in the embraces of SLEEP ; not a ſound 
as broke on the ſilence of the air without, ſave 
HC the doleful unvaried note of the ſereech- 
h, owl; nothing diſturbed the ſtillneſs within, 
le but the repeated chirping of mirthful crick- 
eir ets. | 


Wazx lo! on a ſudden the village rings 
art with the Cry of Fire, and the ſhrieks of its 


z is almoſt naked inhabitants; terror appears in 
in every face, and a confuſed. burty prevails 
AL in every quarter; the flames burſt forth with 


ex- reſiſtleſs fury, and the kindled thatch roſe 
-a- | towards the clouds in fiery calumps, and 


ing | the 


* 
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the cottagers wept over the ruin, which 


- they could not prevent. 


Tux ſequel of this ſolemn ſcene exhibi · 
ted a dire event, which I ſhall briefly relate, 


for it is too ſhocking for Humanity to dwell 


on. An aged woman, with two of her 
grand- children, periſhed: in the devouring 
flames; ſo rapid was the progreſs of the fire, 
that no hand could reſcue Innocence and 
Age from danger and death. 


- SURELY, methinks, this devoted ham- 


let was free from the guilt of SODOM, 


and the criminal enormities of GOMOR- 
RAH, and yet ſuffered a ſimilar fate ! 
Here a veil of obſcurity ſpreads over the 


condukt of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, 
which men are not permitted to penetrate 


or draw aſide; in ſuch a perplexing caſe it 


| behoves us, not to complain or repine, but 


to venerate the Equity and Wiſdom. of the 
SUPREME MANAGER of all things, 
* whoſe ways are paſt finding out '— Moſt 
applicable 
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applicable to this obſervation are the inimi- 
table lines of Mr. Addiſon, who informs us 
in the enſuing words, viz. | 
40 The ways of Heav' 'n are dark and intricate, 
| % Puzzled in mazes and perplex'd with errors; 

«© Our underſtanding traces them in vain, 

« Loft and bewilder'd in the fruitleſs ſearch, 


Nor ſees with how much art the windings run, 


Nor where the regular Conſuſion ends. 
CATO. 


Dunn the terrors of the night, and a- 
mid the calamities which the opening day 
diſcovered, WILLIAM GOODWILL, 
Efqr. (the FATHER of the pariſh) and 
Mr. BENEVOLT, the worthy VICAR, 
perſonally attended, and afforded the diſ- 
treſsſul people all the aſſiſtance in their pow- 
er, both by conſolatory counſel, and aiding 
them in the removal of what few | effects 
eſcaped the deſolating fire. 


Tut — 25 diſtreſſed cotiagers were liu- 
manely invited by GOOD WILL and BE. 
G NEVOLT 
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NEVOLT to their reſpective houſes, whoſe 
doors (like the gates of heaven) are always 
open to admit the wretched who fly thither 
for ſuccour; in theſe manſions of hoſpitali- 
ty, the unhappy Outcaſts were entertained 
in a liberal manner, and with that placid 
gravity in the countenances of their hoſts, 
as indicated both a hearty welcome, and a 
ſympathetic feeling for their ſufferings. 


Txx next day was moſtly ſpent in ſearch- 
ing for the bodies of thoſe, whe had periſh. . 
ed in the flames, and a few ſcorched relics 
were dug out of the ruins; theſe were de- 
poſited in one coffin, and in a ſhort time af- 
terwards were decently interred. The bu- 
rial of theſe remnants of mortality was at- 
tended by great numbers of mourners from 
the adjacent pariſhes; the proceſſion to the 
church, and from thence to the grave, was 
ſolemn, ſlow and ſilent; nothing was heard, 
hut the doleſul ſound of the bell, which the 
Vicar had ordered to be muffled. 


ON 


ON 


— 
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On entering the church-yard the pious 
Man of God, with pathetic energy, pro- 
nounced the following ſacred words, © I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the 
earth; And though after my ſkin worms de- 
ſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee 
God, whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 
eyes ſhall behold, and not another.“ 


Tuis inſpired language ſhed a ray of 
Hope over their gloomy ſpirits, and inter-, 
mingled a cordial of Joy * the bitter 
2 of Sorrow. , 

SF 21 2 2 * 

. Hs Lada in es funeral Service and 
ſaid, © We brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out: 
the. Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken a- 
way; bleſſed be the name of the Lord! 
At the repetition of this humbling Truth, 
the ſigh unfeigned broke from the burdened 
boſom, and the friendly tear moiſtened the 
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ruſtic cheek, which GUILT had never 


taught to dluth. * 


Ma. BENEVOLT preached an excel- 
lent ſermon on this diſtreſsful occaſion, and. 
choſe his text from 2. Pet. ili. 10. 11. 


- © The day of the LORD vill come as a 


thief in the night '*—ſudden—unexpefted 
and alarming—*in the which the heavens 
ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe **—more 
terrible and tremendous than the voice of 


thunder and the elements ſhall melt with 


fervent heat; the carth alſo, and the works 


| that are therein ſhall be hurnt up. Seeing 


then that all theſe things ſhall be diffolved, 
what manner of perſons ought ye to be in 
all holy converſation and godlineſs!“ 


: 8 
Tur ears of the congregation hung on 


the preacher's lips, and liſtened with: that 


ſteadfaſt attention, as though they heard for 
ETERNITY. Not a wandering eye was 
diſcoverable; and perhaps, the SEAR CH- 

ER 
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ER of all hearts did not note a triffling 
or earthly thought, 


Ma. BENEVOLT, in his diſcourſe, 
dwelt largely on this paſſage, © the earth 
alfo, and the works that are therein ſhall 
be burnt up. Here he expatiated in a ten- 
der and affecting manner, ſaying, *My be- 
loved pariſhoners and neighbours, ye have 
lately been ſpeQators of a fiery ſcene; ye 
have beheld a few houſes in flames, and 
were terrified at the awful proſpect; but 


what is the burning of an obſcure village, 


to that general conflagration when * the 
earth itſelf, which is reſerved unto fire, ſhall 
be burnt up? When all the works of art 
and labor, the lofty pyramids, the impreg- 
nable towers, the triumphal arches, the 
ſplendid palaces of pomp and luxury, toge- 
ther with the habitations of poverty and 
wretchedneſs, ſhall be kindled into one uni- 
verſal blaze. . | 


Wur the breath of the ALMIGHTY 
ſhall _ 
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ſhall blow up a fire, that will reduce this 
« great Rotundity ” to aſhes; and its place, 


in the ſpacious circle of Creation, ſhall no 
more be found. | 


| Do ye believe the certainty of this ap- 
proaching event? © I know that ye be- 
lieve ”—< What manner of perſons, then, 
ought ye to be? Attend to the ſoft whiſ- 
pers of Conſcience, and that faithful mo- 
nitor will ſolve the queſtion. 


5 —_— 
— — — — 4 
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IN ſuch ſtriking and important ſtrains of 
eternal Truth, did the worthy Vicar addreſs 
his auditors; his words reached to the in- 

moſt receſſes of the ſoul, and were not like 
the unimpreſſive ſounds of _ ſuperfici- 
al eloquence, which 


& Play round the head, but come not to the heart,” 


Warn Mr. BENEVOLT firſt hinted 
his intention of giving a ſermon on the-death | 


of thoſe who were loſt by the fire, Mr. | 
GOODWILL 
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GOODWILL propoſed to him the utility 
of a collection, after the ſervice, on behalf 
of thoſe in the village who were the real 
"_ of chriſtian compaſſion and chari- 
the Vicar acquieſced in the propoſal 
2105 extatic pleaſure, ſuch as the * SanQi- 
ties of Heaven“ taſte, when a repenting 
ſinner is uſhered into their bleſſed ſociety, | 


AT the concluſion of his diſcourſe Mr. 
BENEVOLT informed the congregation, 
that a collection would be made it the 
church door for the benefit of the poor ſuf- 
ferers by fire; he urged many tender per- 
ſuaſives to touch the feelings of his audito- 
ry, and excite them to a generous contri- 
bution; he told them, that by a liberal do- 
nation (according to their reſpettive cir- 
cumſtances) they would teſtify to all arou nd, 
not only what manner of perſons they them- 
ſelves WERE, but allo what manner of 
perſons others OUGHT TO BE; as a far- 
ther incitement to this good work, he add 
ed“ Remember, that though the preſent 

diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed objects of your charitable bene- 


volence cannot recompenſe you, yet * you 


ſhall be recompenſed at the reſurre&ion of 
the juſt; ”” and let the approbation which 
you ſhall receive, at the laſt day, from the 
lips of your merciful JUDGE and SAVI- 
OUR, -now open your hearts and hands ih 
Uberality, for he will ſay to you (when the 
kind acts of this evening ſhall be brought 
in recognition at the final audit) © Ing. 
much as ye did theſe things unto one of the 
left of my. brethren, ye did them unto me.. 


1 


Wut the Vicar was thus Wein + the 


hearts of the people melted within them; 
and when the ſervice was finiſhed, a col- 


lection was made which did honor to the 
village and adjacent r and would 


put to bluſh the ſcanty pittance ofa BRIEF. 
The money, ſo generouſly beſtowed on this 


ſad occaſion, was as prudently and equita- 


br diſtributed among the ſufferers, * 
| GOODWILL and BENEVOLT. 


Tar 
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Taz harveſt was begun in the ſouthern 
parts of this iſland; a proſpeR of plenty o- 
pened in the ſpacious fields, and CERES 


| ſmiled on the yeoman's induſtry ; the bend- 


ed ears, laden with different grain, were 
ripe for the ſickle or the ſythe, and ſeemed 
to court = apts A. the reaper's and mow- 


| era Moms. 


Fon many weeks ſucceſſively, the ſky 
was. ſerene, and unſpotted with a cloud ; 
the atmoſphere was ſtill and ſultry; the wea- 
ther grew exceſſive hot under the ſcorching 
and baneful Influence of $1n1vs, the dog- 
ſtar; the laborers moiſtened the ſod with 
the ſweat of their brows, and grew thirſ- 
ty as the parched earth; the huſbandmen 
and gleaners, fatigued with toil and faint- 
ing under the powerful beams of the meri- 
dian ſun, ſought covert from the heat under 
the ſhadow of ſome wide-ſpreading trees ; 
it was high noon, and the peaſants were 
more diſpoſed to ſleep than to eat; preſent- 


bd a ſmall cloud appeared in the ſouth, juſt 


H above 
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above the horizon; a refreſhing breeze 
ſprung up, which gently moved the leaves, 
and was as welcome to the tired workmen, 
as the aromatic gales on the arabian coaſts 
are to the ſun- burnt mariners. 


Soo the clouds began to riſe and thick- 
en in every quarter; the ſound of thunder, 
at a long diſtance, was faintly heard; the 


wind ſuddenly became rapid in its progreſs, 


and the tempeſt began to roar with an aſto- 
niſhing noiſe; the laborers ſtarted up alarm- 

ed, and fear ſurpriſed the ſtouteſt heart; 
the lightnings played inceffant, and as they 
approached nearer becamè doubly terrible; 
the darkneſs which overſpread the hemiſ- 
phere, rendered the elementary flames more 


vividand awful; the ſtorm was now wrought 
into a hurricane, and the corn, in ſeveral 


places, was raiſed from the ground in loł- 
iy ſpiral columns, and TP ee 
through the air. 


Ar this inſtant a load of wheat, in ſtraw 
on 


* 
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on a Waggon, took fire from the lightning's 
blaze, and was quickly conſumed to aſhes; 
che affrighted horſes ſtood immoveable, and 
| were ſcorched to death by the flames, 


Taz inimitable poet july remarks, 


+* When ſorrows come, they come not ſingle ſpies, 
But in Battalions ” — 1 


YouNc. 


and diſaſters oftentimes tread cloſe on one 
another's heels——ſo it was in this calami- 
tous ſcene——the rain poured down like a. 
catataQ, the hail beat with unſpeakable fu- 
ry, and a flaſh of lightning which ran along 
the ground, reſembling a kindled ftream of 
brimſtone, inſtantaneouſly pul a period to 


the lives of two men and one woman—— 


this ſolemn ſtroke” filled the trembling ſur- 
vivors with lamentation and terror, and re- 
minds me of a Letter, written by the cele- 
brated Mr. Gay, giving an account of two 
Lovers who were ſtruck dead by the ſame 


Flaſh of Lightning. 
H 2 Tus 
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Tuts maſterly Epiſtle I beg leave here 
to inſert, for the information of thoſe who 
have never read it, and to revive it in the 
memories of thoſe who may have forgotten 
un. 


rer 


Stanton- Harcourt, 
Auguſt gth, 1718. 
312, | 
Tux only News you can expect to 
have from me here, is News from Heaven, 
for I am quite out of the World, and there 
is ſcarce any thing can reach me, except 
the Noiſe of Thunder, which undoubtedly 
you have heard too. We have read in old 
Authors of high Towers levelled by. it to 
the ground, while the humble Vallies have 
eſcaped: The only thing that is Proof a- 
gainſt it is the Laurel, which, however 1 
take to be no great Security to the Brains 
of modern Authors, But to let you ſee. 
that the Contrary to this often happens, I 
muſt 


. 
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muſt acquaint you, that the higheſt and 
moſt extravagant Heap of Towers in the 
Univerſe, which is in this Neighbourhood, 


ſtands ſtill undefaced, while a Cock of Bar- 


ley in our next Field has been conſumed 
to Aſhes. Would to Cod that this Heap 
of Barley had been all that had periſhed! 
But unhappily beneath this little Shelter ſat 
two much more conſtant Lovers; than ever 
; were found in Romance under a Beech- 
Tree. 


„John Hewit was a well-ſet Man of about 


five and twenty; Sarah Drew might be ra- 
ther called comely than beautiful, and was 
about the ſame age: They had paſſed 
through the various Labours of the Year 
together, with the greateſt Satisfaction; if 
ſhe milked, it was his morning and evening 
care to bring the Cows to her hand. It 
was but laſt Fair that he bought her a Pre- 
ſent of green Silk for her Straw- Hat, and 
the Poeſy on her Silver Ring was of his 
chuſing. Their Love was the talk of the 
| whole 
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whole Neighbourhood, for Scandal never 
- affirmed that they had any other yiews, than 

the lawful poſſeſſion of each other in Mar- 

riage. | | 


* IT was that very morning that he had 
obtained the conſent of her Parents, and it - 
was but till the next Week that they were 
to wait to be happy. Perhaps, in the in- 
tervals of their Work they were now talk- 
ing of their Wedding-Cloaths, and John 
was ſuiting ſeveral ſorts of Poppies and 
Field-Flowers to her complexion, to chuſe 
her a Knot for the Wedding-Day. While 
they were thus buſied (it was on the laſt of 
July, between two and three in the After- 
noon) the Clouds grew black, and ſuch a 
Storm of Lightning and Thunder enſued, 
that all the Labourers made the beſt of 
their way to what Shelter the trees and 
hedges afforded. Sarah was frightened, 
and fell down in a Swoon on a heap of Bar- 
ley; John, who never ſeparated from her, 
fat, down hy her fide, and having raked to- 

gether 
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gether two or three Heaps, the better to ſe- 
cure her from the Storm. Immediately 
there was heard ſo loud a Crack, as if Hea- 
ven had ſplit aſunder; every one was ſoli- 
citous for the Safety of his Neighbour, and 
called to one another throughout the Field. 
No anſwer being returned to thoſe who cal- 
led to our Lovers, they ſtepped to the place 
where they lay; they perceived the Barley 
all in a ſmoke, and then eſpyed this faith- 
ful Pair, ohn with one arm about Sarah's 
neck, and the other held over her, as to 


ſcreen her from the Lightning. They were 


both ſtruck in this tender poſture; Sarah's 
left eye-brow was ſinged, and there appear- 
ed a black ſpot on her Breaſt; her Lover 
was all over black, but not the leaſt figns 


of Life were found in either. Attended 


by their melancholy Companions, they were 
conveyed to, the Town, and the next day 
were interred in Stanton-Harcourt Church- 


Yard. My Lord Harcourt, at Mr. Pope's 


and my requeſt, has cauſed a Stone to be 


laced over them, upon condition that we 
| 4 ſhould 
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ſhould furniſh the Epitaph, which is as fol- 


lows; 1 


When Eaſtern Lovers feed the Funeral Fire, 
On the ſame Pile the faithful Pair expire: 
Here pitying Heav'n that Virtue mutual found, 
And blaſted both that it might neither wound ; 
Hearts fo fincere th' Almighty faw well pleas d, 
Sent his own Lightning, and the Vittims ſeia d. 


Bor my Lord is apprehenſive the Coun- 
try People will not underſtand this; and 
Mr. Pope ſays he will make one with ſome- 
thing of Scripture in it, and er Fame 
as Hophins and Sternhold. 

I am &c.” 


As it does not appear that Mr. Pope's 
intended epitaph on John and Sarah was 
ever written, the author of the TEM PEST 
| hath taken the liberty to compoſe one ſome- 
what conſonant to Mr. Pope's defign. 


EPITA PH. 
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John Drewit lies beneath this ſtone, 
And likewife Sarah Drew; . 

A faithful Pair, excell'd by none, 
And equal'd but by few, 


. . 
. 


The Lightning ſtruck poor honeſt John, 
With Sara eke alſo; 
And both at once to Heav'n are gone, 
Where godly people go. 


T 1k 


« 
> 


Reader! to ſacred Writ attend, 
Which bids thee to“ prepare; 

Iubat fo thou may ſt to Bliſs aſcend, 

* Where this fond couple are? 


oe 
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A-DIGRESSION. 
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F 10 M 4A view of the fluftuating ſtate of 
the elementary ſyſtem, the variety of ſea- 
ſons, and the ſudden changes of weather, 
let us: turn our thoughts to a contemplation 
on the mutability of human affairs, and 

| earthly things; the former aptly reſemble 
the laller, and a reflective mind will de- 
I duce 


—ͤ—ů0E— ñ —— 
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duce leſſons of WISDOM from their fimi. 
tude. - 
| dere | bjiA 
. ExPERIENCE teaches every reaſonable 
Being, that human life is attended with. 
viciſſitudes unexpected, and oftentimes a- 


larming. 


eee 


are liable to change; the ſerene ſummer-· day 
repreſents a ſtate of PROSPERITY); the 


flormy winter-night, a ſeaſon of ADVER 


SITY; men may awhile flouriſh in trade, 
« wade in wealth or ſoar in fame; yet in 
a ſhort time may feel the pangs of a ſad re- 
verſe; Trade may decay from various cau- 
ſes, viz. from Careleſſneſs, Diſſipation, a 
Love of Pleaſure, Extra 'agance, Extorti- 
on, bad Debts, &c. Tealih may be EX- 
hauſted by a thouſand drains; by imitating 
the Follies, Faſhions and J. uxuries of thoſe 
in higher life; by frequenting polite Wa- 


tering- places, the Turf and the „ 
le. 
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ble, Fame may fink into Contempt by 
men's licentious or verſatile conduct, or 
from the fickleneſs of public Applauſe. 


FAMILIES 


0174.14 + ox” 


are ſubjea to, innumerable 8 ſuch 


as are. pajuful to rehearſe or recolleQ; their 
tranquillity is diſcompoſed by ſudden guſts 
from different quarters; by perverſeneſs of 
Temper.; by Diſobedience of children; by 
Elopements and unhappy Marriages; by 
the Behaviour of Fathers. who have “ flinty 
hearts, or of Mothers whoſe parental Af- 
fections are exhauſted for the Love of pue- 
rile Gaieties. But ſuppoſe none of the a- 
bove cauſes ſhould exiſt to diſturb the peace 
of F amilies, and create Changes therein, 

yet, unavoidable alterations will be — 
by the hand of DEATH; that .deſpotic 


King of Ter -ors makes many changes, but 


no diſtinttions; ſometimes he leaves the 
Heads of a family. childleſs, and at other- 


times renders children Orphans; .HE ne- 
I 2 ver 
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ver ſtrikes any dead, but the hing feel 
the Blow. 


The B O D Y, 


like the air in which it breaths, is expoſed 
to viciſſitudes; numberleſs accidents befal 
it, accidents moſtly unforeſeen, ſometimes 
unavoidable, and frequently fatal. How 
ſoon is the corporeal Machine put out of 
tune by a diſlocated joint, a broken Bone, 
or a fractured Skull! The diſaſters and 
diſorders, to which the human Body is in- 
cident, are fo many and miſerable, as to 
render the Earth a general r er 


Health is to the Body its ſeaſon of Sere- 
nity, and Diſeaſe the time of its Inclemen- 
ey; the raging Fever is as the torrid Zone, 
which dries up the nutritive fluids; the ſhi- 
vering Ague is like the frozen climate of 
Zembla; the Stone and Gout convulle the 
whole material frame with torturing pain, 
as equinoxial Storms agitate the atmoſ- 

phere; 
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phere ; Conſumption abſorbs the radical 
moiſture, and leaves the Body to pine and 
decay, like the flowers and plants of the 
field, when its vegitative juices are evapo- 
rated; Dropſy makes a change in it, like 
an inundation of waters, or the breaking 
forth of ſprings in the bowels of the earth. 


Tur different ſtages of man's life have 
been aptly compared to the Tour ſeaſons of 
the year; his ſtate of Infancy is repreſent- 
ed by the Spring, in which Nature begins 
to put forth her tender leaves, and by pro- 
greſſive advances forms the folded buds, 
which by degrees expand into gaudy bloſ- 
ſoms, the uſual preſages of future fruit; 
thus in the Spring of Life, the © young 
Idea ſhoots” in the intellectual ſoil; the 
ſeeds of Religion and Morality, being ear- 
ly ſown into the Heart, by proper cultiva- 
tion may ſpread into a pleaſing and beau- 
tiful bloom, which will promiſe a plentiful 
produttion of © the peaceable fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs.“ c 


Youth 


S— — — — 
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Youth is reſembled by Summer, when the 
face of creation bears on it the features of 
livelineſs and joy; when all is activity and 
gladneſs; when 


* Health ſtrings the nerves, and Vigour warms the 
blood; ” 


Darn 


when the“ Evil Days“ ſeem afar off, and 
are ſeen but in perſpective; © Rejoice, 
now, O! man in thy youth“ in its in- 
nocent amuſements and enchanting proſ- 
petts—— and let thy heart cheer thee in 
the days of thy youth”” unburdened 
with cares, and unſullied with ſorrow 
remember it ſeriouſ- 


ce yet know thou 
ly as a matter of importance, and believe 
it firmly as an infallible truth that for 
all theſe things“ for the criminal fol- 
lies of thy youth, and for the leſs excuſable 
_ extravagancies of thy maturer years 
« GOD will bring thee into judgment.” 


Autumn holds forth a picture of ripened 
| Manhood, 
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Manhood, in which the animal powers, and 
mental faculties are wrought into maturity ; 
this is the ſeaſon in which men may exert 
their natural ſtrength,” according to their 
reſpective occupations or profeſſions ; the 
mechanic 1s now equal to the labor of the 
hammer; the peaſant to the toil of the field, 
and the ſoldier to the hardſhips of a cam- 
paign; this 1s the time for the man of ſci- 
ence and literature to diſplay his talents, 
and diffuſe his intellectual light; to improve 

mankind by his genius, and recommend the 
| charms of philofophy and aſtronomy to ju- 
venile minds. 


Tax emblem of grey-headed Age is hoa- 
ry Winter, when the melody of the birds 
is cealed, when the graſs-hopper forgets to 
chirp, when the fields have loſt their ver- 
dure, and the trees their leafy ornaments ; 
when all around is a dreary ſcene, and Na- 
ture gives ſymptoms as though «ſhe had 
breath'd her laſt” In this declining 
ſtage of Liſe, are faded the charms of Plca- 


ſure ; 
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ſure; the views of Ambition are dull and 
contratted ; the former ſweets of Luxury 
are become taſteleſs; the Defire of world- 
ly things is now palled, and ſcarce a paſſi- 
on remains in the human breaſt, but the 
Auri ſacra fames——the abſurd and pollu- 
ting Love of Riches, 


DR. Youns, in his Night Thoughts, 
moſt forceably expoſes this reigning vice of 
Age, when he thus exclaims, 


Shall we, ſhall aged men, like aged trees, 


“ Strike deeper our vile roots, and cloſer cling, | 
& Still more enamour'd with this wretched ſoil! ” 


Tux view of ſuch a one bent down un- 
der the load of years, tottering along the 
verge of the grave, and every moment in 
danger of dropping into it the view of 
ſuch a one, in ſo hazardous a ſituation, 
graſping faſt his glittering treaſure, and 
loath to let it go——treaſure that profits 
not in the day of death——that will not 


bribe the Executioner, nor purchaſe a mi- 
nute's 
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nute's teſpite———the view of :ſuch;a man, 
who will not be weaned from the Joe. of 


the world he is about to leave, nor ſend one 
pious/envoy of his heart to that he is enter- 
ing on, muſt fill a reflecting mind with ſor- 


rdw,. and touch a tender ſou} with ſympa- | 
thetic woe. Reader! may this never be 


thy caſe ! May'ſt thou never be witnels to 
ſuch a PEE of — 


Tua HUMAN MI N 'D, 


Ike this fubiunary ſyſtem, undergoes its 
changes. Sometimes the ſoul, with all its 
noble faculties, enjoys a ſtate of Calmneſs, 
hke'the pacific ocean, and days of Serenity, 
ünclouded as a ſummer-ſky : In its ſmooth 
and undiſturbed ſeaſons, ConTEnTMENT 
ſits regent on*the mental «hrone ; ſhe ac- 


quiefces in every diſpenſation of Provi- 


dence ; is cheerful when it ſmiles, and re- 
ſigned ben it frowns ; not a murmer diſ- 
quiets ber heart, nor a complaint eſcapes 
her lips; though « clouds and darkneſs 

_ K ſhould 
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ſhould be round about her, yet PIA 
reigns within. When the Min is ina 
placid frame, Cox TEMTLATIONH ſpreads 
her wings and ſoars above terreſtrial ob- 
jeQs; ſhe enters, as by intuition into the 
heaven of heavens; lives, ang leeing HIM: 
that is inviſible, 0b 33d an wy 
$3 $4. | b | 21% 29h 

— « Apdifiom his 6ghe 44 Geek 

* Receives bcatitude palt utterance, ” ; 


Mirox. 


Ix this divine Elevation, how does the 
ſoul look down with a ſacred diſdain on all 
inferior things! it beholds this little ſpot of 
earth, as thrown at an immence diſtance, 
and all the glory thereof, in its view, di- 
miniſhes to a point. Now Joy poſſeſſes 
the whole frame, and is the antepaſt of fu- 

ture and unchangeable felicity now. 


Horz ſprings immortal in the human breaſt ” | 


and « enters within the vail;” it tedliiel 
"things 
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things to come, and caſteth anchor on the 
procelul ſhore of Eternity,, ) va 


7} 


Vern flares and tempells ma never blow, | 
| . | , 


SP 2006 17. 
abe are the calm and fllt ſeaſons of 
the pious ' foul, ' while Ancir, Wrarn, 
Ax xiETVY, Grize, Envy and Discox- 
TENT, are the Storms, the ſudden Squalls 
and Tornadoes that diſturb the guilty Mind, 
and render it like the troybled | ſea which 
cannot reſt ” but the two moſt dread- 
ful paſſions that can agitate or affect the hu- 
man foul, are Frxxnzy and Desrain, 
which beat upon it like Hurricanes, and 
leave-it in as helpleſs and forlorn a ſtate, as 
ia ſhip in a boiſterous'ſea, without à maſt, 
bs reger ved withont a rudder. 
dsl A 5955 * 
& D "CHANGES 


are viſible in States, K ingdoms and Empires, 
as in the elementary world; where are now 
K 2 - © he 


6 T HE TEMPEST. 


the one© flotriſhing empires of Pears, 
BazyYLon, GREECE and Roms; the ho 
of ages paſt, the ſcourge and terror of man- 
kind? Their palaces are laid i in ruins, and 
not one ſtone is left upon another 
their monarchs, ſophies, and emperors, who 
ſtained. the earth with blood, and | disfigu- 
ed the ground with mangled carcaſſes of the 
human race, , are all cut down. by, 


# + « 


T5 


814 


—— FTime's enormous * 
* * Whoſe an _—P irikes Empires * cher rbts “ 9 * 
1 — ft Yours, 
2 £42. 21.3 eflagteq in? 
and are loſt 8 and duſty, 1 


e 
7 l * * 


YEARS end haye furniſhed,in- 
ſtances of Revolutions and Viciſſitudes in 
States and Kingdoms. Ameztca, France 
and Poland bave experienced the mutabi- 
lity of civil-eſtabliſhments, and can witneſs 
that there are convulſions in the body politics 
as in the kuman. ' - N Te, 
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NATURE 
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hath its Changes,” Und the face of _ 1 
altered by time and ſecohd caufes; unf 
thomable chaſms have beben formed on this 
material globe by Earthquakes; flaming 
channels have been cut in re 
Volcanoes fn Storhil and "Thundations ha 
ſwept away the baſis of Mills, hive torr up 


oaks, pines and cheats by the” roots, 'and 
ſpread, vicifftade aud "deflation Tai and 
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undergo mutation from a variety © 6fLabſes, 
the moſt ſuperb! palaces, the moſt maghifi- 
| cent temples, the mo e. Lallles, 
and the moſt Hately e, e ces of every Jeng. 
mination. are ſubjekt to a Tuihous had ge. 
Where are now thoſe cities "of ancient re- 
nown, which were the work of ages, the 
admiration of the whole world, and the 


ſeats of commerce, opulence and "royalty? 
Where 
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Where is Be he,  Gprar—uhbere 


% Ren NA. and Roms? 

hey are fallen, and ſcarce a trace of their 
1 is to he now found. Where; are Pro- 
LEMY: Egyptian Fyramidi where the 
dene Fantſieon— whers, the 7 emple 
of JuritER, Cartro tynys——rwbere the 
Pullars of ANTON IN and - AN, whoſe 
tops, aſpired 40 Ahe clouds /— Where are 
now the woſt, eminent, firuQures of Anti- 
quity bey, „Are, mouldered into 1 
like their founders, and little or nothing 9] 6 
them remains, but the name. 


d | 1 re m * 40 i 
Wi AT a ads doth ſach a ar caſt 


over .buman; grandeur, a and the moſt re- 
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markable, produ tions. of. 15 and ail! 
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of Art are ally.c Np and v will finally 
be diſſolyed. let there: onable and i immor- 
tal Soul, turn away its. attention From W the 
things which are ſeen, and are temporal * 
and amidſt the fluQuation, of ſublunaty ob- 


jects, look above and PRES them to a 
att 
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ſtatelof Imonuatuli/gy dane ungintain an un 
ſhaken confidence. an GOD with whom 
there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of 
2 * 1παιο,τẽ. 2299 id 1: 7 

Wat a Fi 399047129 530 13416 vii » (15? 
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al "rhe J bed ſer enily: che moon 


7 c 1 ul ſh plendor, "and be walked in 

| neſs” 058 her "Heavenly path; "the 
has parti in heir Aatjon with emulat- 
in g Hüfte; each Planet diſplayed i its mid- 

12 beauty, ock though in the milky way 
dong ſtar differed from another far in glo- 
9 * 


ry, yet Aach Was Jumiübus; before the 
mobn funk into the lap of het betete 


**{] 
—*— — pv way here cas, 
18 © 316%} I Ilir 2 vu if 
the, day, began; to ſpread its roley mantle 
over;the ſummit of. the diſtant and loſty 
mountains; the lark, © the herald of the 
morn,,'! ,, proclaimed. the, ſun's approach; 
ſoon the Monarch of the Shy game forth, in 
eaſtern, radiancy, as a, bridegroom: com- 
| e 


en 
* 5 v 
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eint out of hie chamber, wejoiring like « 
ſtrong man to run @ race.” 7 1965 197/80) 


44 een Ay pro 107 PP er. & £27 £ 11 
IN his train were 0 diſebierabls; 
tall cloudy pillars of divers hues; they roſe 


one above another to à Ttupendous height, 


'SIm is 


and their. various . colours..1 were uddeply 
cl anged into a vai N of darkne 83 bog 


tis 3 1415 


borne on the wings of the x wind, they rapid- 


| ly,  overigread the Majeſty of Heaven, and 


obſcured bis brilliancy All ſeemed t to 
forebode a T empeſt, but the ſame wind | 
which brought, on che : clouds, quickly diſ- 
fipated them, and we «the meek-ey'd morn- 
ing” opened again with rede ved bright 
neſs. 
BO t , % SL! ITT Penn nn en 

Now the ruſtic ſwains went forth cheer- 
ful to their daily toil; * the fields were 
white unto harveſt, and the behding ears 


courted the" laborer's ſickle; the buſineſs 


of the day was purfued with unremiited ax 


dur, until the ſun had reached its meuidi- 
an 8 ght, when the induſtrious Workmen 


retired 


—_ „ e BW 
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retired to à cooling ſhade, and paitook"of 


a moderate and homely repaſt. git 


 Havinc refreſhed. and invigorated Na- 
ture, they returned to their laborious taſk, 
and had a flattering proſpect that the day 
would cloſe ſetenely but ſo precarious 
and ſhifting are ſcenes beneath 1 the ſky, that 
men * know not what a day, or even an 
hour“ may bring forth; this obſervation 


is verified in a theiſead inſtances, nor leaſt 


'in the NEIL diftreſsful and eee - 7 


TALE. 1. 


- AMARISSA (for by this name I ſhall 
diſtinguiſh the amiable Mrs. B-—) de- 
ſcended from worthy parents; ho brought 
her. up with care and tenderneſs; ſhe was 
politely educated in ſuch4iterature and arts, 
as became her ſtation, and might be orna- 


mental to her character. AMARISSA 


was an ouly child; Mr. B-—— watched o- 


ver her with a paternal fondneſs, and Mrs. 


L B — 
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B—— *©lov'd her with a Mother's dear de- 


* 
light. ren J f bas 


As ſhe grew in years and ſtature, her 
beauty opened into bloom and fragrance 


like the damaſk roſe; her native modeſty 
improved her charms, and being 


Þ ” Thoughtb 6 of beauty, ſhe was beauty's s-ſelf, ” 


THOMPSON. 


C 4 id » 4 , * 2 


Liberality guided her wy and -ReGgion 


ruled in ber heart; the language of Truth 
and Affection flowed from her lips, and the 
tears of Sympathy bedewed her cheeks 


her charms became attractive, and FIDE- 


LIO was captivated by them; his Perſon 
was graceful, his Addreſs genteel, his Man- 
ners denoted him to be neither a cynic nor 


a fop, and his Character was irreproach- 
able. 


Lo v unfeigned ſoon induced him to 
diſcloſe the ſentiments of his mind to the 
fair AMARISSA; his profeſſions of Af- 

fection 
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fection for hex, were not the extravagant 
rantings of a} Rate, but the gentle breath- 
ings of a Man of ſober Senſe. FIDELIO, 
having obtained permiſſion from AMA. 
RISSA, made known to her parents his 
chaſte paſſion for their amiable daughter: 
they gave him an attentive hearing, and 


promiſed him a further audience on the 


ſubject. 

Mx. and Mrs. B-— mentioned to their 
daughter, FIDELIO®s fond attachment ts 
her; and that he had mad them honorable 
overtures of marriage; they aſked, if ſhe 
was inclined to join her hand with his at the 
altar of Hy ig n-——here Silence ſealed her 
bps, 1 * gt bluſh'd conſent, :-! 


Ta E 8 were leaſed with = Wh | 


viour, which afforded them a ſtrong aſſu- 
rance, that their oounſel andi ihftruttions 
had not been in vain; as ſhe withdrew to 
her apartmentiſne met FIDEHIO in. the 
n his eyes ſparkled with delight; and 


L 2 her 
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Her heart palpitated with joy; he renewed 
bis addreſſes to her with the ſofteſt ſooth- 
ings of Love, and with tender expreſſions 
of ſincere Fidelity. They made a mutual 
exchange of vows, and imagination preſent- 
I. youre fuch ſcenes," ett) 

Went: i len ie 15 


11 


4 As youblul Pra a whe they love.” 


' FIDELIO was the only ſon of a reputa- 
ple / Merchant, late of London, but who had 
for; ſome time retired inte the Country to 
preſerve his health, and taſte the pleaſures 
of rural (ſolitude. His fortune was far a- 
 bove:mediocrity ;. he ſpent nothing like a 
prodigal, nor ſaved any thing like a miſer: 
the bleſſing of the podr/awaited bim daily, 
and the good will of © thoſe who were rea- 
* to. eee came e, Te 

% L3DTGIFS 
5 0 FIDELIO- his affeftion-and. * 
. and * his life was bound up in 
bis ſon's life: [his comfort in this, and 
bis bappines ina future. World, was; the 
| | 1 prevailing 
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prevailing. matter of his prayer; and like 
the: ancient patriarch was uſed to ſay, If 
any Evil or Miſchief befal him, it will 
bring down my grey hairs with ſorrow 10 
the ow. 


Ar —— 0 happy hour aired, a 
the union of their hands was to cement the 
union of the hearts af FIDELIO and A. 
MARISSA; their marriage. was celebra- 
ted, not with Bacchanalian mirth and noiſe, 
but with that untainted joy and peaceabje 
feſtivity, which attended the bridal rites of 
the firſt pair, when Aba led his EVE 


* To the naptial . bluſhing a 
ee. 

Tus en parents of the e 
couple beheld them with complacency, grew 
young in rapture, and anticipated the bliſs 
of years to come; FIDELIO vas eſtabliſn- 
ed in amercantile line, and both the Indies 
poured their wealth into his coffers; yet it 
was not t ſecured there to be idolized with a 
miſer's 


i 
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miſer's flinty heart; but the hand of Mo- 
N1F1CENCE diſperſed it abroad, -among the 
numerous objeAs-of compaſſion and cha- 
rity. 21 Min ITY Ti B +1156 


ne Eye of Providence beheld his hea- 
Fen-born diſpogtion with approbation, and 
« watched over him continually for good.” 
The wife of his boſom ſhared in his joys; 
and the ſame ſpirit of benevolence which 
warmed his heart, animated hers, and 
8 W 2 _ en rr 1 


Ar (eng AMARISSA' became a mo- 
ther; ſhe was delivered of twins, a ſon and 


daughter, to the inexpreſſible pleaſure of 


her huſband ; his heart, on this occaſion, 
oyerflowed with gratitude to: GOD, the 
tears of joy bedewed his cheeks, and the 


| ſtrains of devotional praiſe iſſued from his 


lips; the voice of rejoicing was heard 
throughout the neighbouring ftreets, and 
the poor around taſted ane the TRE i 
of FIDELIO. 


AMARISSA 
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AMARISSA recovered her ſtrength. a- 
pace, and her babes grew daily pleaſing ; 
at the expiration of five weeks' after their 
birth, the children received at the baptiſ- 
mal font, the names of CHARLES and 
CHaRLOTDE; their mother was their-Nur/c, 
and they ſeemed to ſuck from her cheerful- 
neſs and beauty; their parents hung over 
them with an ineffable look of fondneſs; 
the preſervation of their health and lives 
was the matter of their conſtant care and 
prayers; not a cloud overcaſt the hemi- 
ſphere of their domeſtic happineſs for a- 
while, but at length a gloomy thick dark- 
neſs overſhadowed it. | | 


How feeble, how ſhifting is the baſis, 
on Which human comforts reſt! 
6 The ſpider's moſt attenuated thread, 
« Is cord, is cable, to man's tender tye 


On ſublunary bliſ it breaks at ey'ry breeze. 
Youxc, 


WuHEN 
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Warn we review the ſudden tranfitions 
in life from Joy to Sorrow, from Serenity 


to Storms, we ſhall painfully feel the nem 
. of Dr. Watts's obſervation, 21¹¼ of 


* The choiceſt things beneath the ſky, 
O ive but a flattering hight; 
We ſhould ſuſpeft ſome Danger nigh, 
When we poſleſs Delight. 


ABourT five months had elapſed from the 
birth of CHarLes and CnaRLoTrTE, 
when their worthy father, by the call of 
buſineſs, went from the Capital to Graves. 
end in order to go on board an Eaſt India- 
man, lately arrived in the Thames from 
Bengal; after ſpending a few hours with 
' the Captain, FIDELIO was ſet on ſhore, 
and immediately ſtepped into his chariot to 
return home; on the road over Black Heath 
he was ſeized with an apopledtic fit, and in 

_ a few minutes expired. 


AMARISSA ardently waited his ap- 
proach, and exclaimed to herſelf, « Why 
| | are 
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are his chariot wheels ſo long in coming?“ 
he news of his death was communi- 
cated to AMARISSA by a friend, in the 
moſt prudent and ſoothing manner; the 
mournful intelligence ſhe received with 
trembling——lifted up her eyes to heaven 
with emphatic ſorrow cried out, «© My 
God, thy Will be done!” ——and then 
fainted in her chair. 


Every proper means were uſed to bring 
back her fugitive ſpirits, and reſtore her 
to herſelf; for awhile all was ineffeQual— 
her convulſions were ſtrong—a cold ſweat 
ran down her face, and the roſes in her 
cheeks were turned to liles——at length 
appeared ſymptoms of reſtoration——her 
heart began to palpitate, and her pulſe to 
beat; ſoon after ſhe opened her eye-lids, 


which were like the eye-lids of a dewy 


morning——ſhe looked around her, diſ- 
conſolate as a dove that had newly loſt her 
mate——her hands ſhe extended towards 
the Mercy-ſeat of the MOST HICH, and 

| M | after 
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after venting a few ſighs which ſeemed to 
give her relief, ſhe poured out the ſenti- 
ments of her ſoul in theſe expreſſions, Fa- 
ther of all Conſolations! why haſt Thou 
given me this cup of bitterneſs to drink? 
Why hath thy merciful hand plunged me 
in a ſea of woe? 
denly taken from me the delight of my 
eyes, and at one ſtroke rendered my chil- 
dren fatherleſs, and made thy ſervant a de- 
Jetted widow ? Thou haſt enlarged the ſor- 


rows of my heart, and yet Thou art a BE 


ING of tender mercies and. great com- 


paſſion. 


« As the day of my trial is, ſo let my 


ſtrength be, that I may not faint in the time 
of adverſity! Permit me, Oh! heavenly 
Father! to expreſs the trouble of my ſoul, 
but ſuffer me not to repine! Shall I re- 
ceive good at thine hand, and yet murmer 
when afflitive evils befall me? No——let 
thy Grace forbid, and prevent any inclina- 


tion in my heart to complain, or judge —_ 
| Eo 


Why haſt Thou ſud- 


THE. TEMPEST. Þ» 


of Thee! Teach me to refrain from inor-. 
dinate ſorrow, and may I remember that 
« Tears do but ill on graves——they make 
the lodging colder *' Peace to my ſpi- 
rit, and happineſs to my FIDELIO's ten- 
der offspring! Prepare us all to follow him 
in the path of Death, for we muſt * go tov 
him, but he ſhall not return to us!“ 


AFTER this manner did AMARISSA 
piouſly pour out the ſighings of her ſoul, 
and then retired to her cloſet. In the e- 
vening the corpſe of her beloved FIDE- 
LIO was brought to his late habitation, 
and © the place which once knew him, 
knows him now no more.” The body of 
the deceaſed was lodged in an apartment, 
at that extremity of the houſe which was far. 
theſt from AMARISSA's bed-chamber; a 
Phyſician and Apothecary attended in the 
family until morning, in caſe of her relapſ- 
ing into convulſions, but her fits did not re- 
turn, and ſhe reſted quietly throughout 
the night, ſave that at intervals her ſleep 

M 2 was 
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was interrupted by profound involuntary 
ſighs. 


In the morning a meſſenger was dif. 
patched to FIDELIO's father, and ano- 
ther to the parents of AMARISSA, with 
the mournful intelligence of his death. It 
is impoſſible to draw the picture of their 
diſtreſs, on receiving ſuch alarming news. 
They haſtened immediately to the habitati- 
on of the ſorrowful widow, who was beau- 
tiful in tears. 


AFTER notice of their arrival, AMA. 
RISSA prepared to receive them with re- 
ſolved fortitude, but at the firſt interview 
her reſolution failed her, ſhe ſunk into the 
arms of her ſympathizing parents, for 
« Mortality weighed her down.” When 
the emotions of their mutual grief had in 
ſome meaſure ſubſided, the father of FI- 
DELIO with a tenderneſs truly paternal, 
thus addreſſed himſelf to AMARISSA ; 
« Bereaved Daughter! Daughter bereav- 

: 7, 00 
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ed of a faithful Hufband! attend to the 
broken ſentences of a Father, bereaved of 
a dutiful Son! Yeſterday the ſtream of 
our earthly comforts ran clear and full 
to-day it is ſullied and almoſt dried up—— + 
thus the ſky that in the morning is bright 
and azure, before night becomes overcaſt 
with gloomy clouds——our Hopes are vi- 
| thered like the Gourd of a night, and our 
Proſpetts of Pleaſure are paſſed away ſud- 
denly as a Shadow——our ExpeQations of 
Happineſs were founded on a ſhifting Baſis, 
therefore it is not wonderful that the viſi- 
onary Superſtrutture is ſo ſoon fallen.“ ; 


« I perceive the tears of Sorrow ſteal ſi- 
lently down thy cheeks——in thy circum- 
ſtances they are not reprehenſible they 
are. evidences of a melting heart, and will 
be recorded and remembered in Heaven— 
I weep with thee—but let us neither be ſor- 
ry as thoſe who have no hope concerning 
them that are departed hence in the true faith 


and fear of our ALMIGHTY FATHER!” 
« TURN 
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« Turn up thine eyes with confidence 
and hope, to that acceſſible Throne of Grace, 
where 


% Mzxcr and TxuTH, like two kind AnGzLs meet, 
« And kiſs beneath the RECONCILER's feet. 


At the foot of the Mercy-Seat is opened a 
fountain of Conſolation, whoſe waters have 
a divine quality to prevent or remove De- 
jection of Spirit, and to heal the Heart that 
is wounded with Sorrow. Apply to the 
GREAT RESTORER, who © binds up 

the broken heart, and comforts thoſe that 
mourn, ** and he will give thee of that wa- 
ter to refreſh, to revive and to rejoice thy 


ſoul ! ” | 


« AND you the ſympathizing Parents of 
my beloved AMARISSA, ftretch out your 
arms to protef and ſupport your afflicted 
Daughter in her widowed ſtate! Let all 
your Looks, your Words and Actions to- 
wards her and her fatherleſs children, be 


Tenderneſs and Love! For you, for her, 
| and 
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and for her innocent babes, my heart over. 
flows with fond affettion——I commit you 
all to the watchful Eye, and to the defend- 
ing Arm of that GOD, who maketh the 
widow's heart to ing. for joy, and in whom 
the fatherleſs find mercy ! ”* 


ArrEx this pious ſort did the father of 
FIDELIO endeavour to conſole the ſur- 
viving relatives of the deceaſed; they heard 
him with all attention; to them “his lips 
dropt Manna, and a beam of Joy began 
to dawn upon their minds. 


PREPARATIONS were now making for 
the funeral of FIDELIO, which it was in- 
tended to condutt with decency and deco- 
rum, in a manner ſuitable to his late ſtation 
in life, but devoid of oſtentation, for his 
Relatives were averſe to © pomp in earth- 
ing up a corpſe.” 


In the interval of his Deceaſe and Buri- 
al, a mournful ſolemnity prevailed through- 
out 
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out the family; the mortal remains of Fl. 
DELIO, at a proper time, were conveyed 
to the village where his father had lately 
taken a reſidence, and interred in a ſpaci- 
ous vault; the reſpettive father of AMA. 
RISSA and of FIDELIO, with a few do- 
meſtics, attended the funeral, which was 
ſolemnized devoutly, and the genuine griel 
of the parental ſurvivors, made a deeper 
impreſſion on the minds of the auditory, 
than could have been effected by the ap- 
pearance of a thouſand Mutes, the vanity 
of fluttering Eſcutcheons, and the nodding 
of ſable Plumes. 


On their return to © the Houſe cf 
Mourning,” they found AMARISSA pen- 
ſive, but not repining; ſorrowful but not 
deſponding ; her demeanour was conſiſtent 
with the Affection which ſhe bore to her 
late Huſband, and with the ſubmiſſive Re- 
verence ſhe owed to GOD. 


| Soon after the funeral rites had been ſo- 
lemnized, 
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lemnized, ' AMARISSA retired with ker 
two children to a ſequeſtered villa in Ken! 
not to brood over her afflictions, but 
to ſooth and mitigate them by cultivating 
a ſacred fellowſhip with her CREATOR 
and REDEEMER. 


Taz mercantile buſineſs, in which FI- 
DELIO had been engaged, was now diſ- 
poſed of, and produced an ample ſupport 
for the widow and her little offspring; the 
gloom which DEATH had caſt over her 
mind was gradually diſpelled, and the morn- 
ing of cheerfulneſs began to dawn upon her 
ſoul, ſo that ſhe experienced (though but 
for a ſhort time) that happineſs may ſuc- 
ceed to mourning, 


How fleeting the moments of terreſtrial 
Joy ! how-ſuddenly is the opening day of 
Comfort beclouded, and overſpread with 
the darkneſs of Sorrow! 


SUCH was the painful viciſſitude in the 
N ſcenes 
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ſcenes of AMARISSA's life, that her af- 
flictive trials multiplied apace, and ſhe felt 
the force -of them with mournful tender- 
neſs. N 


Is leſs than half a year after her rural 
retirement, ſhe received the diſtreſsful news 
of the death of her own parents, which was 
ſoon followed with an account of the de- 
parture of FIDELIO's father * from the 
miſeries of this ſinful wortd.” 


Ou! Sin! whac ealulbittien haſt thou 
created! Oh! Dzarn! what havoc doſt 
thou make among the children of men! 
Thine arrows are ſhot abroad without num- 
ber, and flay without diſtintion——no ar- 
tifice can evade, no armour can reſiſt their 
power. How dejetting the thought, that 
thy mercileſs hand 0k / Death ! cuts aſun- 
der the deareſt bonds of Nature, and leaves. 
the living to dh and weep! 


Dejefting the * beyond deſcription, 
beyond 


id 
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beyond hope and remedy, did we not know 
« that the REDEEMER liveth, and that 
he ſhall ſtand in the latter day upon the 
earth * that HE is the reſurreQtion 
and the life, and that HE will raiſe up 
the dead at his ſecond coming ! 


* RESURRECT ,oul That cheering word 
eaſes my mind of an anxious thought, and 
ſolves a moſt momentous queſtion. I was 
going to aſk, © Wherefore do all theſe 
corpſes lie here in that abjedt condition? Is 
this the final ſtate ? Hath death conquered, 
and will the tyrant hold captivity captive ? 
How long wilt thou forget them, O 
LORD? For ever?“ No, faith the 
voice from heaven, the word of Divine re- 
velation, the righteous are all priſoners of 
hope. There 1s an hour (an awful ſecret 
that, and known only to all-foreſeeing 
Wiſdom) an appointed hour there is, when 
an Act of Grace will paſs the great Seal 
above, and give them an univerſal diſ- 
charge; a general delivery from the abodes 

Ne | of 


of Corruption. Then ſhall the LORD 
JESUS deſcend from heaven, with the 
ſhout of the archangel, and the trump of 
God. Deſtruttion itſelf ſhall hear his call, 
and the obedient Grave give up her dead.” 

Harvey's Med. among the Tombs, 


Wurd this auguſt, this important and 
deciſive event ſhall take place, Time will 
be no longer, and the orbit which “once 
knew ” the revolution of this material globe, 
(« ſpeck of Creation ”) will © know it no 
more.” Then muſt the Kine of Ta- 
RORS reſign all his conqueſts, be dethron- 
ed and be deſtroyed, ſo that * there will be 
no more death; '——then ſhall all the pri- 
ſoners in the dark cells of corruption be re- 
leaſed, and © the ſea give up the dead that 
are in it.“ e IV, 


From theſe religious reflection on 
the deſolations which Death is daily making 
on the vanity of terrene objefts——on 
the variableneſs of human connection 

| on 
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on the uncertainty of life and its fading 
Joys, let us return to the pitiable - 


TALE or AM ARIS 8 A. 


RETEATED afflictions had weaned her 
heart from the things of this world, and ſhe 
could find no objects beneath the ſky, wor- 
thy to. detain her affection, fave her father- 
leſs children——ſhe hung over theſe with a 
« dear Delight '*——ſhe watched for their 
welfare with a maternal care——morning 
and evening ſhe' remembered them at the 
footſtool of the throne of grace, and there 
committed them to the, cuſtody of their 
ALMIGHTY .FATHER. 


| CnarxLes and his ſiſter CRARLOTTE 
grew up, like tender plants, under the be- 
nign influences of heaven, and the unwea- 
ried culture of their indulgent Mother; fo 
far as their age and knowledge would ad- 
mit, they endeavoured to recompence her 
folicitude for their . and happineſs, by 


obedience 
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obedience and a conſtant. . to Ane 
their fond parent. 6 


Tun e had now entered into the 
eighch year of their age, when the ſeeds of 
Virtue and Erudition (which had been ear- 
ly ſown in their minds) began to vegitate, 
and afforded the proſpe& of a plentiful pro- 
duction. As theſe lovely twins grew dai- 
ly more and more amiable, ſo their mo- 
ther's grief proportionately wore away. 


HER ſorrow. for the loſs of FIDELIO, 
was now almoſt abſorbed in the pleaſure 
ſhe received from the charming and modeſt 
behaviour of her children, and ſhe was al- 
moſt tempted to believe, that the diſtreſsful 
hours of her life were all elapſed but 
ſo uncertain are the events of time, and ſo 
ſhort-ſighted are mortal creatures, that they 
* know not what will be on the morrow.“ 
AMARISSA had painful experience of 
that truth——her moments of afflition 


were not all paſſed by, nor will they ut- 
terly 
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terly ceaſe W mankind, bar with 
lifes) ce T 45 don gb 


Tuz CATASTROPHE, 


which is related in the enſuing pages, fully 
confirm the veracity of the ſacred penman's 
words (aſore quoted) that Ne know not 
what a day will bring forth.“ 


On the ms of Aug “the wings of 
the morning were covered with celeſtial 
Azure, and “ the ſun rolled his chariot ” 
in the higheſt ſplendor, not a cloud over- 
caſt the ſky, and the taper branches of the 
talleſt trees but gently waved, 


Toward the evening of that day, 


* 


CHaARLes and CHARLOTTE (by the per- 


miſſion of their Mamma) took a walk into 
the neighbouring fields and meadows, to re- 
freſh and amuſe themſelves with Nature's 
variegated beauties. Their innocent prat- 
tle, and the enchantment of the ſcenes a- 


round 
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round had ſo beguiled their footſteps, that 
they wandered much farther from home than 
they expected, or indeed than they intend- 
ed at their firſt ſetting out. 


CuAxLESs buſied himſelf in gathering a 
collection of the fineſt and ſweeteſt flowers 
that Nature produced, and gave them to 
his ſiſter CuARLOT TE, who diſpoſed them 
into a beautiful noſegay, and this, ſaid ſhe, 
« I will preſent to our Mamma when we 
return home. | 


Tux notes of the feathered choriſters 
highly delighted the little rovers, whoſe 
wandering amuſement had not left them one- 
thought of returning. On a ſudden and 
unexpected, the bright Luminary of Day 
(which had before ſhone with unremitted 
luſtre) became obſcured——the heavens 
grew black with intervening clouds, and the 
dreadful roaring of the wind through the 
tops of the lofty trees foreboded an "_ 


proaching ſtorm. | 
Tax 


% 
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Tus lovely pair, whoſe, tender minds 
were now alarmed, thought of bending 
their ſteps homewards; fear gave ſpeed to 
their flight, but in their haſty, precipitation 
they miſtook the right path——their nimble 
feet, inſtead of carrying them home, ſearce- 
ly gained a yard of the deſired manſion; 
they were indeed, unknowingly going from 
the place of their abode; but ſoon diſco- 
Ar the'inſtant of returning, a tremen- 
dous clap of thunder rolled over their heads, 
and both Rood appalled——* ſome natu- 
ral tears they dropt, nor wipt chem ſoon”'— | 
poor CHarLoTTE, affrighted beyond de- 
ſcription, would have ſunk to the earth, 
had not her fond brother caught her in his 
arms, and ſupported her. from falling; by 
language, ſoft as the down of ſwans, and ten- 
der as a mother's love (rarely heard from - 
ſuch youthful Tips) he endeavoured to ſoothe 
the anguiſh, A, her ſoul. | 


* 
f . 
* — 4 # 
-. 
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Tux clouds now began to pour forth 
their ſtores in a deluge of rain; the vivid 
Hyhtning, contraſted by the darkneſs of the 
element, ſhone with a terrible luſtre, and 
was quickly ſucceeded: by awful and tre- 
mendous claps of thunder; during the vio- 
lence of the tempeſt, CAA I Es, with a 
manly fortitude, and ſolicitous care for het 
Tafety, ſupported his trembling ſiſter, and 
in the mean time ſmothered thoſe alarms, 
which aroſe in his own bolom at their * 
nne ſituztion. 12 | 
' In the moment of F appretitided abe 
and in the midft of ſurrounding calamities, 
how often dots Providence adminiſter fac. 
cour, and open a way to eſcape!” How 
frequently do the wandering and weather- 
beaten, experience the truth, which is re- 
corded in the holy prophecy of 7/aiak, that 


\ | GOD is a © hiding place from the wind, 


and à refuge from the ſtorm [#——ſn the | 
- inſtant of their greateſt diſtreſs, Cu AUS 
diſcovered, by the direction of the guardian- 
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hand of Heaven, a ſmall thatched cottage be- 
neath ſome ſpreading tree whoſe leaves 
were veeping rain, | 


H immediately communicated the glad- 
ſome diſcovery to his ſiſter, ſaying in a rap- 
ture of joy, * See! ſee Cuantorrts! fee 
that cottage among yonder trees! thither 
let us haſten, and beg of the inhabitants (if 
any be now reſident there) to afford us ſhe). 
ter from this threatening ſtorm.” Cuar- 
LOTTE (ſomething revived by her brother's 
words, but more by the proſpect of ſecuri- 
ty) leaned on the arm of her kind conduc- 
tor, and by his affiſtance ſoon reached the 
threaſhold of the cot. 


On entering this little ſanfluary, how 
were they ſurpriſed, agreeably ſurpriſed, to 
ſee the face of one whom they knew, even 
a laborer in the ſervice of their Mamma! 
Poor William, (for that was the name by 
which they had been uſed familiarly to call 
him) was equally ſurpriſed to ſee the chil- 

Os dren 
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dren of his miſtreſs and benefactreſs, ſo far 
from their home, in ſuch ciſtreſgful wea- 
ther. . 


Tux good old Man ſtood a few moments 
in ſilent aſtoniſnment, then turned himſelf 
round, and dropped ſome tears of Joy. He 
was unable to expreſs the ſecret and ſincere 
pleaſure which glowed in his heart, at the 
ſight of theſe little pilgrims now ſafely houſ- 
ed under his lowly, but hoſpitable roof: 
Poor William's aged partner ſhared in his 
Joy, and with a maternal tenderneſs and 
«are, pulled off their garments, wet with 
the water of heaven, covered them with 


| homely, but clean apparel, while ſhe dried 


their own, and gave them nutriment to raiſe 
their fallen ſpirits, and refreſh their weari- 
ed bodies. 


LEr us, for the preſent, leave CHARLES 
and his ſiſter CARLO T YE, ſheltered'in the 
ſequeſtered abode of TzxnptrNnEss and 
HonEsTy, and viſit the manſion of AMA- 

| RISSA, 


* 
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RISSA, which preſented a different ſcene 


of diſtreſs. The fond mother of the love. 


ly wanderers, ſaw the gathering ſtorm, ſhe 
was alarmed, prayed and ſighed for the ſafe- 
ty of her tender offspring; a ſervant was 
diſpatched in queſt of the children, and not 
knowing which path they had taken, went 
a different way, ſearched every field, and 
enquired after them of all he met, but with- 


out ſucceſs; other ſervants were ſent forth, 


yet none returned with the glad tidings, of 
having found, or heard of the little Ones. 


Taz ſtorm advanced with amazing fury, 


the wind blew with unremitted violence, 


the lightning glanced from the gloomy 
clouds with dreadful flaſhes, and the thun- 
der rolled in long and frightful peals. 


RADER! imagine (if thou canſt) what 


muſt be the feelings of a mother, a widow- 


+ ed mother, who juſtly ſuppoſed her belov- 
ed twins were at that inſtant, expoſed to the 
inclemency of the warring elements! What 


anxiety a” 
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anxiety muſt now torment her breaſt ! What 
painful thoughts muſt diſtrat her mind! 
What fearful forebodings muſt agitate her 
heart! Not a poſſible Evil can befal them, 
| but ſhe paints to herſelf in the darkeſt co- 
lours— her buſy fancy repreſents them in 
a thouſand wretched forms now ſhe ſup- 
poſes them crying out for help, but all in 
vain; wringing their hands in all the terror 
that can affect juvenile and unfortified 
minds——the next moment Imagination 
preſents to her view the innocent pair ſtruck 
dead with lightning, and cloſe lock'd in one 
another's arms——thoſe who are mothers 
may conceive what diſtreſs AMARISSA 
felt thoſe who are not, can form but a 
very imperfe&@ idea of her ſorrows——her 
wretchedneſs was highly increaſed by think- 
ing that her* children muſt be wretched.” 


F 
| 

In the apprehenſion of Evil and Miſcheif g 
befalling us, or any of our dear deſcendants, q 
Falrk and Fancy have moſt different ef- 
3 the f/ermer diſpoſeth the foul to 


> 
% 4 


— Reſignation 
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Refignation, and a patient waiting for the 
Salvation of GOD the latter diftrafts 
the mind with .chimerical Os and 


. 1 (i C33 111 0 
« Preſence # madley of dajoimg hings;* 


ſhe beholds every circumſtance in the worſt 
light; looks only on the dark ſide of the 
cloud, nor once thinks 


Ther tak clouds bring water when the bright bring 
| none. 


| Bon r. 


AMARISS4A, in her almoſt frantic anx- 
jety for the welfare of ber precious off- 
ſpring, recolleſted the mournful tale of the 
Chridren in the Wood, and fancied that the 
Nbiu-redbreaſt was covering hers with | 
leaves if on this occaſion her fearful 
thoughts were too many, and che flowing 
of her tears exceſſive, the FATHER or 
ALL. wit vouchſaſe her forgiveneſs, and 
'the merciful REDEEMER (wha once wept 
$3 J 
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over Jeruſalem will remember and reward 
her tenderneſs kereafter——HE did not 
forget to recompence it here, by ithe pro- 
vidential return of the children to her bo- 
ſom and her bleſſing. n on 


Ar rx the ſtorm was blown over, the 
ſervants were diſpatched different ways in 
ſearch of the ſuppoſed © loſt ſheep”'; in the 
mean time Poor William, having firſt dried 
the garments of the children, conducted 
"them back to the habitation of their affec- 
tionate parent. Their mother with joy 
« paſt utterance, *”” beheld them coming 
homeward, as ſhe was looking out at a win- 
dow in hope of diſcovering them; ſhe ran 
to meet them with maternal delight——ſhe 
received them at the hands of the Good Old 
Man, with tears of Gratitude to Heaven 
flowing down her cheeks. 


WiIIIIAu was received and entertained 
at the houſe of AMARISSA, with that 


kindneſs of which the proud and childleſs 
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can form no adiquate idea——ſhe beheld 
him with an eye of gratitude; as being an 
inſtrument in the hand of Providence of re- 
ſtoring her children, and renewing her pa- 
rental comfort. To compare great things 
with ſmall, the pleaſure ſhe felt on the re- 
turn of CHARLES and CHARLOTTE was (if 
imagination ſoars not too high) ' ſomewhat 
like the joy of Angels in Heaven “over one 
ſinner that repenteth. 


C 


AMARISSA retired, with the pretty 
wanderers to her cloſet, and there bowed 
ber knees before the Father of Mercies; and 
in ſtrains of undeſembled devotion, poured 
out her ſoul in thankfulneſs and praiſe to that 
beneficent Being, who in the hour of dan-. 
ger had kept her offspring, “as the apple of 
his eye. We may ſuppoſe that the moſt 
grateful ſentiments warmed her boſom, 
and that tears of benediction watered her 
cheeks. | 


Wurd her dovotional converſe with 
P GOD 


as DHE TEMPEST. 


GOD was then cloſed, ſhe joined the fami- 


ly to mingle her joy with theirs——the 
voice of ſober melody was heard in every a- 
partment, and the neighbouring cottages 
participated the pleaſure; at the approach 
of night honeſt WILLIAM returned to his 
quiet home; „the moon ſeemed to walk in 
uncommon brightneſs; and the ſtars twink- 
led, as it were, for joy that the peace of A- 
MARISSA was reſtored. WILLIAM was 
rewarded for his care of her children, not 


with the ſupercilious look of Pride, not 


with the Pittance of a niggardly hand, but 


with the Liberality of a bountiful heart. 
a 0 


From the foregoing ſtory of AMARIS- 


SA, her Parents, her Huſband, and her 
Children, the pious and thoughtful mind 
will be led to reflect on the viciſſitudes in 
human life. A ſucceſſion of pain and plea- 
ſure, of calmneſs and anxiety, of hope and 
deſpondency, is. the uſual inheritance that 
«fleſh is heir to the changes in this 


mortal ſcene are more numerous than thoſe 
in 


D 


1 


| 
8 
- 
n 
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in the elementary ſyſtem; clouds, tempeſt 
and darkneſs oftentimes hang over our 
heads, and ſpread terror and intimidation 
all around; the clouds are diſperſed, the 


tempeſt 1s ſilent, and the darknefs exchang- 


ed for ſolar luſtre; then ceaſeth the terror, 
and the intimidation vaniſheth, which thoſe 
awful appearances had occaſioned. | 


Every earthly object is liable to change; 
inſtability is engraven on all things below 
the ſky, and whatſoever is viſible may de- 
ceive and muſt decay; but inviſibilia non 
decipiunt*. The truth of ſuch obſervations 
had deeply impreſſed the mind of AMA- 

Pa RISSA, 


* Invifibilia non decipiunt is the expreſſive motto which 
the eminent Dx. Youxc, Author of the Night-Thoughts, 
&c. had inſcribed on ſome plain boards, eretted on a ri. 
ſing bank, beyond a river which flowed behind his houſe, 
at Welwyn in Hertfordſhire ; theſe boards by deceptive 
painting, reſembled at a diflant view à beautiful alcove, 
and by the motto the DR. 7 ev 7 to intimate———that 
Things vefible deceive, 
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RI SSA, who had been divinely taught to 
improve ſeaſons proſperous or adverſe, and 
ſhe had learned to ſay ſubmiſſively, © Shall 
we receive good at the hand of the LORD, 
and ſhall we not receive evil alſo?” 


Ox retiring to the apartment where ſhe 
kept up a ſecret intercourſe with Heaven, 
her ſoul was elevated in contemplation a- 
. bove the vanities and viciſſitudes of this 
mortal life——ſhe ſedately reſlected on the 
pleaſant and painful mutabilities, which ſhe. 
had alternately experienced; ſhe recollect- 
ed her former joyful intervals with grati- 
iude towards GOD, and recalled to mind 
her mournful ſcenes without a murmur a- 
gainſt Providence——her refle&ions were 
ſuitable to the devoutneſs of her heart, and 
let us ſuppoſe that ſhe was now ſeriouſly 
nttering her thoughts in ſuch language, as 
follows: e 


O! thou Omnipotent and Compaſſio- | 
nate BEING, ** who doſt from thy throne 
behold 
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behold all the dwellers upon earth, teach 
me ſubmiſſion to thy Will and acquieſcence 
in all thy various diſpenſations! My af- 
flictions have been great and many, but thy 
Mercies to me have been more, and thy 
Supports greater. When I reflect that 
DAru, by thy permiſſion, hath deprived 
me of a Father, a Mother, and a Huſband, 
I ſhed the tears of ſorrow without repi- * 
ning when I conſider that Thou haſt 
ſuccoured the earthly objects of my De- 
light, under the ſhadow of thy wings, until 
the indignant Tempeſt was overpaſt, mine 
eyes are moiſtened with the lachrymal dew 
of joy Thou haſt preſerved and reſtor- 
ed them ſafely to my embraces; and I de- 
fire, with unſhaken confidence in thy pater- 
nal Love, to commit them into thy hands 
at all times and in all their ways.” 


« May Tay Thunders awaken us from 
the Sleep of Sin, to the active Duties of Ri- 
teouſneſs! Let Tay Lightnings illuminate 
our paths to the Regions of everlaſting Day, 

and 
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and let the Storms which attend our voyage 
through the unſettled. Sea of Life, be the 
means of conveying us ſooner to the haven 
of undiſturbed Security, 


« Where not a wave of Trouble rolls, 
* Acrofs the peaceful breaſt,” | 
Warrts; 


« Do Trov, O! unchangeable JEHO- 
VAH! govern, guard and guide us amidſt 
all the fluctuations of this tumultuous world; 
Tnov continueſt ever the ſame, but our mor- 
tal ſtate varies | ; | 


&* From morn to noon, from noon to dewy eve.“ 
Mikron, 


Wr now leave AMARISSA to the ſafe 
protection of Providence, and to the parti- 
cipation of that calm Delzght, which a pious 
boſom feels in retirement from the noiſe 
and faction, from the diſſipation and follies 
of a reſtleſs and giddy world 


We leave. 
her 


\ 
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her to the inexpreſſible Pleaſure which a- 
riſes from a view of her tender offspring, 
* growing up as plants of righteouſneſs and 
renown ”' Weleave her to taſte the Con- 
ſolations which flow from the ©teſtimony of 
a good Conſcience,” even in the deepeſt 
Solitude and the darkeſt Seaſons. 


Wr now return to the elementary chan- 
ges and tumults of this ſublunary ſyſtem. 
The moſt alarming and deſtructive convul- 
ſions, ſpringing from natural cauſes, are 
Earthquakes; by theſe large Cities, with 
multitudes of their Inhabitants, have been 
ſuddenly ſwallowed up, as were thoſe of 
Liſbon and Lima. Sometimes they bear the 
tokens of GOD's diſpleaſure againſt a peo- 
ple loaded with an enormity of Guilt, and 
convey thouſands out of life in promiſcuous 


ruin. 


I felt, and remember the ſhocks of two 


Earthquakes in London about the year 1748, 
and recolle& a ſtriking paſſage which the 


Biſiinp 


A 
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Biſhop of that Dioceeſs (I think Dr. Gibſon) 
mentioned in his Charge to the Clergy, oc- 
caſioned by the aforeſaid two awful Events. 
After expatiating on the ſolemnity of ſuch 
terrifying ſcenes, and noting the general 
profligacy of manners which prevailed a- 
mong its inhabitants, ſaid, A city with- 
out Religion is an unſafe place to dwell in.“ 
Affecting truth! | 


From a reflection on theſe tremendous 
phenomenas in the material world, a ſedate 
mind is incited to view (by anticipation) the 
convulſions of this globe at the conſumma- 
tion of all things, reſembling 


The groans of Nature when ſhe breaths her laſt. 
Yovunc. 


Then this 
—* earth ſhall to her centre ſhake; *” 


a univerſal trepidation take place——the 
mountains 
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mountains be torn up by their roots, and 
the rocks be removed from their foundati- 
ons then ſhall the ſea leave dry its unfa- 
thom'd beds, łhe graves be opened, and 
give up the dead which have ſlept in them 
for ages paſt the winds blow from the 
four quarters of heaven, with irreſiſtable 
violence, and with a noiſe unequalled - the 
ſuns be extinguiſhed ..in utter darkneſs, the 
ſtars fall from their orbits, and the moon 
es thine, | 


The Thunder ſhall burſt from the * 
with a ſound that will reach from pole to 
pole, and the vivid Lightning make the a- 
erial element- appear like a globe on fire. 
Every thing terrible, which the convulſive 
opperations of nature can now produce, or 
the moſt lively imagination paint, will be 
comparatively leſs to the horrors of Time's 
concluding day, than the glowing of the fee - 
ble worm is lefs in luſtre to che TEIN 
| of the meridian Sun. 


Q Ay 
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Lux us return from treading the trem- 

bling ground, and take an, imaginary aſcent 
to the ſummit of the ſnowy! Alps, and from 
thence reconnoitre the two ſtupendous Fur. 
naces of nature, tna“ and Veſuviust, which 
caſt up flames and ſmoke' and burning cin- 
ders, Hiſtory informs us that at certain 
ſeaſons in the year, the tops and ſides of 
theſe fiery mountains are covered with the 
greeneſt paſture, and the vallies beneath 
fertilized to exceeding abundance, by the 
Lava that pours down upon them——thus 

pou is 9 from apparent evil. 


SupposE Darkneſs to ave! ſpread her 


mantle under the DPF: of heaven, and 
hid 


Etna, a mount in Sicily, which burns and throws 
out flames and aſhes, and ſometimes great ſtones into the 
adjacent country; yet the plains and vallies about it are 
very fruitful and verdant, and the mount itſelf, notwith- 
hrs Lok Oar Wt bath ſnow on the top of it. El 

| Sil. Claud. 
| + Veſuvius, a burning mountain in Tealy, eight. miles 
3 


— 
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hid from human view the filver moon and 
every ſtarry lamp——ſuppoſe then in ſuch 
a midnight-ſcene, that theſe mountainous 
prodigies ſhould emit their combuſtible 
contents, in columns of burning fulpher 


and bitumen that the liquid fire ſhould 
roll into the ſurrounding plains, like a ra- 


pid ſtream, and' from thence ſpread itſelf 


(as hath been the caſe) into the Mediterra- 
nean Sea With what aſtoniſhment muſt 
ſuch a flaming proſpeR ſtrike the beholder's 
mind ! He would ſtand fixed and mute, as 
the Statuary's marble——if he had the pow- 
er of reſlettion amidſt theſe burning terrors, 


he would ſay within himſelf, © Surely, this 


ſcene is next in horror to the deep abyfs! 
No man can view theſe awful productions 
of nature, and be an Inx1Dper let the 
daring Arnzisr be a ſpeQator of this 
frightful phenomenon, and he will not 
(while here) fay in his heart, «« FRE! is no 
GQD.” —_ 


W now reviſit the Ocean to view it 


22 from 


— 
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from ſome exalted promontary, and take a 
ſurvey thereof when its ſurface; is ſmooth 
. as a *molten looking -plaſs;*” and alſo to 
caſt an eye over it when agitated to the 
higheſt degree, and its foaming billows aſ- 
pire to the clouds. T | 


$Lerotd N our ſtation on the 
[Ckree Charles, a remarkable lofty cliff in 
the County of Suſſex, and from thence look 
down on the fluid element that flows 
through the Briti caſh Channel. We! imagine 
the ſun riſing in eaſtern glory not a 
cloud to intercept its rays or obſcure Its 
brightneſs——not a breeze to wrinkle the 
ace of the cryſtaline Deep, nor move a leaf 
on the light bung Aſpen. 


View the lie God of Day, hiking 
on the expanded ſails of Britain's naval bul- 
warks, and on the ſpreading canvas of her 
ſhips, laden with treaſure from both the - 
Indies——behold the ſplendor of the bril- 
liant Phabus reflected from the poliſhed 
rocks 
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rocks with unuſual luſtre——SsSee the val- 
lies below covered with flocks, the mea- 
dows decorated with flowers, and the fields 


overſpread with corn. 


| NaTurE was arrayed in her fineſt robes, 
with a countenance bluſhing as the roſe, 
and ſweet as the meek ey'd morn” all was 
cheerful and ſerene around; the Hinds 
whiſtled away the tediouſneſs of their la- 
bor, and the ruddy milk-maid ſet her head 
againſt the cow, and ſung——the appre- 
henſion of a TEMPEST was far diſtant 
from their thoughts——but, alas! what 
ſudden changes, what painful fluQuation in 
all things terreſtrial! how ſoon is the bright- 
eſt day of proſperity overſhadowed by the 
dark aſcending clouds of adverſity; 


Tux waters of the channel began firſt to 
curl, by the breathings of a gentle gale; 
and afterwards the waves ſwell'd and foam'd 
through the violence of the increaſing wind, 
which blew from that quarter of the compaſs 

which 


118 THE: E M p X T. 


which gave it the ancient name of Eurbly- 
don.* A few fleecy clouds lifted up their 
- heads, like Pyramids, above the ſouth weſt. 
ern horizon, yet no ſtorm ſeemed. nigh; 
the day was drawing towards a cloſe, and 
the' weary workmen were preparing for a 
return to their ſolitary cottages; _ 


Win joy chaſe sies, chair daily lbbet down; 
. View'd the broad. ſhadows and the ſetting ſun.” 


Ar a far diſtance is now ſeen the light- 
ning vibrate,. but the thunder's ſound is 
ſcarcely heard; in a ſhort time the wind be- 
came tempeſtuous, and the clouds bore an 
angry aſpect the {laſhes of Lightning be- 
came more vivid and quicker in ſucceſſion 
the peals of Thunder rolled through 
the element with tremendous noiſe, and the 
full-charged clouds poured down their rain, 
like the waters. of a caſcade, or the rapid 
| 565 a a 


J 


* Pide: the account. of Pap Qhipureck, in his * 
to Rome, recorded in the apoſtolic Acts, c. 27, v. 14. 
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Falls of Niagara——hail-ſtones of uncom- 
mon bulk and ſhape mingled in the STORM, 
and created a general terror; between the 
ſhort intervak of the Lightning's blaze, the 
earth was overſpread with Darkneſs, which 
was greatly augmented by a total lunar E- 
A ; | 

gif univerſal tremor n the ſtout- 
hearted Joſt their ſtrength, and the profeſſ- 
ed Atheiſt was for awhile turned into the 
Srepticiſm of Py xx0—— Now „the ocean 
wells with tremendous commotions. The 
ponderous waves are heaved from their ca- 
pacious bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfa- 
thomable deep. Flung into the moſt rapid 
agitation, they {ſweep over the rocks, they 
laſh. the lofty cliffs and toſs themſelves into 
the clouds. Navies are rent from their an- 
chors; and, with all their enormous load, 
are whirled, ſwift as the arrow, wild as the 
wind, along the vaſt ahyſs. Now, they 


climb the rolling mountain; they plow the 
frightfal ridge; and ſeem to ſkim the fkies. 
1 Anon, 
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Anon, they plunge into the opening gulf; 
they loſe the fight of day; and are loſt them. 
ſelves to every eye. How vain is the pilot's 
art! How impotent the mariner's ſtrength! 
They reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the jar- 
ring hold; or cling to the cordage, while 
burſting ſeas foam over the deck. Deſpair 
is inevery face, and death ſits threatning 
on every ſurge.——But why, O ye aſto- 
niſned mariners, why ſhould you abandon 
yourſelves to deſpair? Is the LORD's hand 
- ſhortened, becauſe the waves of the ſea rage 
horribly? Is his ear deafened, by the roaring, 
thunders, and the bellowing tempeſt? Cry, 
Cry unto HIM, who **holdeth the winds 
in his fiſt, and the waters in the hollow of 
his hand.” HE is all-gracious to hear; 
and almighty, to ſave. If he commands, the 
ſtorm ſhall be huſhed to filence: the bilows 
ſhall ſubſide into a calm: the lightnings 
ſhall lay their fiery bolts aſide: and inſtead 
of ſinking in a watery grave, you fhall find 
yourſelves brought to the deſired haven. | 
Hexvgzy's Vinter-Piece. 
| | Tas 
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Tux flaſhes of Lightning ſhone from e- 
very quarter, without intermiſſion; the 
| feene was awful beyond expreſſion, and 
might, perhaps, in a faint degree repreſent 
the fiery convulſions at- the conſummation 
of this terreſtrial globe. From ſuch flam- 
ing elementary perturbations, evgn I 
moſt giddy-and diſſipated mind would the 
conclude, that there is a“ LORD COD 
omnipotent who reigneth' over all. ” 


Wr /uppoſe the electrical fire to ſtrike the 
higheſt edifices, and conſume the work of 
ancient Ages; nor is the ſuppoſition - the 
mere effluvium of fancy, but proved rea- 
ſonable by melancholy facts“. Hail-ſtones 

3 R are 


* Tunbridge-Wells, Ocloler 524, 1791. About half 
paſt 11 in the morning, we had a moſt awful clap of thun- 
der; in a few minutes aftcr, we perceived from Mount 
Ephraim, the pariſh church of Spe!dhuxft to be on fire. 
Two men ſaw the ball enter about the centre of the ſhing- 
led part of that beautiful Steeple, and aimoſ inſtantly 
ſmoke iſſued from the top, and ſlames ſucceeded——very 
| | ſoon 
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are frequently diſcharged from the condenſ- 
ed. clouds, like grape-ſhot from the mouth 
of a ſwivel; this was the caſe in many pla- 
ces, during the ſtorms in October, 1791, 
were great devaſtation was created“. 

TAE 


5 


ſoon the heavy rain and hail ceaſed——the high wind 
drove the flames from the ſteeple directly on the church, 
and continued blowing, without rain, the whole afternoon. 
In about four hours this moſt ancient and beautiful church 
was reduced to a heap of ruins, The bells were mel- 
ted——the monuments (one of which was very antique, 
belonging to the family of War LE x, the celebrated Poet, 
and was a moſt curious piece of workmanſhip in marble) 
were crumbled to duſt, What is very extraordinary, the 
font entire was turned upſide down. | 

Ar the ſame time, about three miles diſlant from the 
church, ſell a florm of hail, or rather pieces of ice, it laſt- 
ed near ten minutes with the greateſt violence; the pieces 
of ice were in all ſhapes, many of which were fix inches 
long, and the round ſtones about the ſize of marbles, 
Raynham church, in Kent, was greatly damaged by 
Lightning, the ſame day as the Church of Speldhurſt was 


demoliſhed. 


Was 


* At Aftburnham-þlace in the County of Suſſex, glaſt 
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Taz enſuing morning exhibited a view 
of wrecked veſſels floating on the waters, 
and dead bodies ſcattered on the briny 
beach ſome few of our hardy Tars were 
ſeen climbing up the clifts, and others found 
ſheltered in the caverns of {tupendous rocks. 
By ſuch ſolemn diſpenſations of Providence, 
mothers have ſuddenly been bereaved of 
their children, wives of their huſbands, and 
ſiſters of their brothers. Hence is ſeen, 

| R 2 | that 


was broken to the amount of forty pounds. Mr, K1xc, of 
Beckley in the ſaid County, had broken about his houſe, 
upwards of four hundred panes of glaſs, At Balkham, 
where the ſtorm was not more than two minutes continu- 
ance, the Rev. Mr. CHAaTF1ELD had nearly three hun- 
dred ſquares of glaſs. ſmaſhed to pieces. In Mr. Car- 
F18LD's garden, the fruit on two nonpareil. trees was total- 
ly deſtroyed by the hail-ſtones, ſome of the apples being 
ſplit into many parts, and others indented in a very extra- 
ordinary manner: ſome of the hail-ſtones which fell at this 
place, meaſured in circumferance upwards of four inches, 


As off Calais, on the Goodwin Sands, at Lyminton 
creek, and divers other places bordering on the Brit: 
Channel, © | 


= ME FEM? ESL: 


that the tendereſt connections in human life 
are fludtuating as the waves, and broken a- 
ſunder in a moment like a ſlender thread. 


Wx ſeel the Storms in our northern he- 
miſphere with lerror, we view their effe&ts 
with affrighted wonder, and read the narati- 
on of them with ſympathetic pain; yet Tx u- 
PEST'S In this climate are but a ſmall remove 
from Carms, when compared with thofe 
ToxxAboks to which Navigators have 
been trembling witneſſes, when they dou- 
bled CarE Ho in their paſſage into the 
Great South Sea. A ſingular account of 
theſe dreadful Hurricanes, is recorded 
in the Hiſtory of Commodore AxNsOx's 
voyage, from the ſtraights of Magellan- to 
the iſland of Juan Fernandez. 


Havinxc thus confidered the Storms and 
Hurricanes, which are moſt commonly the 
"attendants of the Summer Months, I ſhall 
now take a ſhort Survey of rigid Win-. 


ter, and ſelect a ſcene or two, which may 
not 
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not altogether be unacceptable to the Rea- 
der. | 

Surros the Day partly Clouds and a- 
zure; at length the whole atmoſphere is 
cloathed with darkneſs; the /now deſcends 
in thin and ſcattered fleaks, but ſoon 


thickens to that wide degree which the 


Pſalmiſt intimates when he writes of GOD, 
that“ he giveth /zow like wool” « Now 
the winds ceaſe. Having brought their 
load, they . are diſmiſſed from ſervice. 
They have wafted an immence cargo of 
clouds, which empty themſelves in /now. 
At firſt, a few ſcattered fhreds come wan- 


dering down the ſaddened ſky. This flight 


ſkirmiſh is ſucceeded by a general onſet. 
The flakes large and numerous, and thick 


wavering, deſcend. They dim the air, and 


haſten the approach of night. Through all 
the night, in ſofteſt filence, and with a con- 
tinual flow, this fleecy ſhower falls. In 
the morning, when we awake, what a ſur- 
priſing change appears!——Is this the ſame 


world? 
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world? here is no diverſity of colour! I 
can hardly diſtinguiſh the trees, from the 
hills on which they grow. Which are the 
meadows, and which the plains? where are 
the green paſtures, and where the fallow 
lands ? all things lie blended in bright con- 
fuſion. So bright, that it heightens the 
ſplendor of day, and even dazzle the or- 


The lawn is not ſo fair, 
as this ſnowy mantle, which inveſts the 
fields; and were the lily to appear, it would 
look tarniſhed in it's preſence. I can think 
of but one thing, which excels or equals the 
glittering robe of winter. Is any perſon 


gans of ſight. 


deſirous to know my meaning? he may find 


it explained in that admirable hymnꝰ“, com- 
poſed by the royal penitent. Is any deſi- 
rous to poſſeſs this matchleſs ornament? he 
will find it offered to his acceptance, in e- 
very page of the goſpel.” : 

« SEE! 


Can any thing be whiter than ſnow? Yes, ſaith 
David; if God be pleaſed to waſh me from my fins in 
the blood of CurtsT, I fhall be even whiter than ſnow.” 
. 7. 
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«Sxx! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, 
without viewing again and agam the curi- 
ous, the delicate ſcene) See! how the hedg- 
es are habited like ſpotleſs veſtals! The 
houſes are roofted with uniformity and luſ- 
tre. The meadows are covered with a car- 
pet of the fineſt ermine. The groves bow, 
beneath the lovely burden: and all, all be- 
low, is one wide, immence, ſhining waſte 
of white. By deep ſnows, and heavy 
rains, GOD fealeth up the hand of every 
man. And for this purpoſe, adds our ſa- 
cred philoſopher, that all men may know his 
work *, He confines them within their 
doors, and puts a {top to their ſecular bu- 
ſineſs; that they may. conſider the things, 
which belong to their ſpiritual welfare. 
That, having a vacation from their ordina- 
ry employ, they may oblerve the works of 
his power, and become acquainted with 
the myſteries of his grace.“ 

Harvey's Winter-Piece. 


Sxow! 


Job xxxvii. 7. 
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 SNow! thou ſparkling emblem of all 
that in human life can be called IN No- 
CENCE ! Deceitful reſemblance ! thy white» 
neſs, inſtead of recommending the faireſt 
virtues, diſcovers every foible—— 
ae 


© The ſmalleſt ſpeck is ſeen on Snow,” - 


The boſom, which rivals ſuperficially thy 
candid hue, may at the ſame time be cold as 
thy glittering ſurſace——hence it is evident, 
that no certain judgement can be formed 
from external appearances, 


Tur Snow, when frozen, is beautiful in 
luſtre; while it dazzles on the eye, it weak- 
ens the viſion ſuch is the nature of the 
moſt beautiful earthly objects the more 
forcibly they impreſs the ſences at firſt, the 
ſooner wilt they become diſguſting. Who- 
ever is charmed with the robes, with which 
the Snow covers the earth and trees, ſhould 
admire the Wiſdom of the GREAT CRE- 
ATOR; and yet at the ſame time remem- 


ber, 
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ber, that theſe Robes of Whiteneſs which ſo 
captivate the cye, will ſuddenly diffolve in 
the hand. Thus may weſay'of our rhe 
nnn bl 018750 4065/7, 993) £244! 
| — * Like flceks 
66 « Of feathered Snow, they meld = they fell.“ 


AxTExr- the * had. overſpread the 
ground awhile with a thick covering, the 
rain deſcended as in a torrent. The ſace of 
nature was changed, from a kind of earth- 
ly milky way, to a ſcene of inundation and 
e t n 


7 


The Nicar approached with a kind of 


Egyptian darkneſs, and vaved her fable en- 
fign over .the earth. Suddenly, the Wind 
veered from the north eaſt, to the ſouth weſt 
quarter, and the clouds which a little be- 
fore were furcharged with ſnow, now pour- 
ed down torrents of rain, which produced 
a temporary deluge; the rivers were quick- 
ly ek with water, their banks were over- 

| 8 flowed 


ö 
| 
1 
ö 
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flowed or broken down, and the returning 
morn exhibited a view of deveſtation and 
death. The low lands appeared like a ſpa- 
cious ſea; many cattle were ſeen floating on 
the ſurface, and ſome few had eſcaped the 


deſolation,” by retreating to: the adjacent 
hills. ah (2 hre b. ar N At * 


Sven a Tempeſt | hath its peculiarities, 
and ſome of them are feelingly deſcribed 
by Mr. Thomſon in his Sz asons; the lan- 
guage of that Poet is moſt deſcriptive and 
affecting, and. I hope my readers will be 
pleaſed with every quotation from that Au- 
thor, as I propoſe to conclude this little 
Eſſay with citing great part of his very beau- 
tiful HYMN. Some of the ſingularities 
attendant on a Storm of rain, He thus de- 
ſcribes, 880 COIN” 


AER | 4 « Io 4 ec 
60 The __ land, and on the ſcowling heay' ns 
« Caſt a deploring eye; by Man forſook, 
% Who to the crowded cottage hies him faſt, 
& Or ſeeks the ſheker of the downward cave.” 


Turn 


F 
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Tax thatch'd and lowly huts of the. vil- 
lagers are ſwept away by the torrents, and 
many of their inhabitants buried in a wate- 
ry grave; how awful are the devaſtations 
which the raging elements make on this lit- 
tle ſpot of earth! multitudes: fall promiſ- 
couſly in the general ruin, without diſcerni- 
ble reſpect to age or character, yet not 
with equal guilt and terror: 7 


« Gu1LT hears appall'd, with deeply troubled thought, 
And yet not always on the guilty head 
1 Deſcends'the fated flaſh.” — 


Tuonso ws Summer. 


To the deſolating inundation ſucceeded 
the ſeverity of Froſt; the extenfive liquid 
element was, in a few days and nights, har- 
dened into Ice; the wide-expanded ſurface 
became ſolid as marble, and reflected the 
ſolar rays with a tranſcient glittering luſtre 
the labor of man ceaſed from home, 
and the active ſwains ſkated over the poliſh- 
ed plain, ſwift as the feathered arrow. 01d 

S 2 Thames 


N . 
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Thames is bound in frozen fetters, and his 
boſom that had been preſſed with the wealth 
of every mercantile nation, now ſuſtains a 
mart of tdys; the roaſted ox ſmokes, and 
the wheeling coach rattles over his icy face. 
Every ſeaſon and viciſſitude in it hath its uſe. 
fulneſs; even hoary Winter animates the 
blood, refines the ſpirits, braces the nerves, 
and, to ſpread a beauty round, “gay- 
M in the waving e a | 


AnD now O! PARENT of all GOOD! 
by thy moſt ſolemn and wonderſul opperati- 
ons, may we be taught a holy fear and de- 
vout admiration of THEE! May we not 
diſdain to learn religious Wiſdom of the un- 
tutored Indian, who 


. See GOD i in clouds in in the 1 1 
. Porz. 


May thy TuunDErs awaken the ſtupid and 
thoughtleſs to a ſerious conviction of their 
fins and follies! Let thy -LitcuTninGs if 
they ſtrike us dead, be as flaming chariots 

| to 
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to convey our ſouls to thoſe bleſſed regions, 
where all is Licur! May che Sronus 

and Turks rs of this unſettled ſtate, blow 
off our attachment from earthly things, and 
be the means of conveying us ſooner to the 


Harbour of everlaſting Reſt! 
I beg leave to finiſh this Humble Attempt 
by inſerting part of Mr. Thomſon's celebra- 
ted HYMN; a compoſition which breathes 
the ſpirit of devout Adoration which is 
fraught with the nobleſt ſtrains of Praiſe, 
and enriched with, the pureſt ſentiments of 
Gratitude to the indulgent FATHER, and 
righteous GOVERNOR of the Univerſe. 


I hope thoſe, who have never read this 
Hymn, will deem the quotation of it a de- 
. lightfal Entertainment; and doubt not but 
thoſe, who may have been pleaſed with a 
former perſual of it, will excuſe its intro- 
duQtion here, and may all ſuch enjoy a re- 
newed fatisfaQion in reading it again. 
have only to add, that I account this — 

| on 


— 
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on the on embelliſiment of my trivial perfer- 
mance, and that if in any parti it faintly 
ſhines, it is by the reſleQzon of W 

ed Ligůt. land 


vl 8 \ * 


Tie a hey chang, 8 „ 


C Are but che WED rs 5. The rolling ) year 
4 f;/full of Thee: "Font i in the pleaſing Spring 
« Ti v beauty walks, Tu v tenderneſs and love. 
Widle fluſh the fields; the ſoftening air is bam 
* Echo the mountains round; the fore fl ſmiles; 3 
And every ſenſe, and every heart is joy. a 
+ Then comes THY glory in the ſummer-months, 
Wicht light and heat refulgent. Then Tay ſun 
al. Shodts full perfection thro the ſwelling year : 


And oft Tar voice in dreadful thunder ſpeaks; - - 


And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eye, 
“% By. brooks and groves, in hollow whiſpering gales. 

„ Tay bounty ſhines in Autumn unconfin'd; 

And ſpreads a common feat for all that live. 

% In Winter awful Tov! 'with'clouds and florms 


Around * thrown, tempelt o'er tempeſt roll id, 
66 Majeſtic 
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« Majeſtic darkneſs }. onthe whirhvind's wing, 
« Riding ſublime, Tuo bidfi the world adore, 
** And humbleſt Nature with ru northern blaſt. 


« But ee eee hy, ae 
Man marks not Tu EE, marks not the mighty hand, 
© That, ever-buſy, wheels the ſilent ſpheres; 

« Works in the ſecret deep; ſhoots, ſteaming, thence 
*© The fair profuſion that o erſpreads the Spring: 
0 Flings from the ſun dirett the flaming day; 
« Feeds every creature; hurls the tempeſt forth ; 
« And, as on earth this grateful change revolves, 
© With tranſport touches all the ſprings of life. ' 
. ? - ” 

« NarTvurt, attend! join every living ſoul, 
1 Beneath the ſpacious temple of the ſky, 
© In adoration join; and, ardent, - raiſe - 
© One general ſong!- To Him, ye vocal gales, 


% Breathe ſoft, whoſe Sri Ir in your freſhneſs breathes : 


„ Oh talk of Hi an ſobtary glooms ! 0 4 
«© Where, oer the rock, the ſcarcely waving pine 

& Fills the brown ſhade with a religious awe. 

„ And ye, whoſe nolder note is heard afar, 

% Who ſhake. th“ aftoniſh'd world, lifi high to heaven 
& Th' impetuous ſong, and Tay from whom you rage. 
« His praiſe, ye brooks, attune, ye wenbling nll; 
« And let me catch it as I muſe along, 22 
Ve headlong torrents, rapid, and profound; 


« Ye- 


n I — 
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« Ye ſofiet floods, that lead the humid mne 


& Along the wle; and thou, majeſtic main, 
A fecret world of wonders in thyſelf, 


Po 


4% Sound His ſtupendous praiſe; whoſe greater voice 


% Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall. 

«© Soft-roll your incenſe, herbs, and fruits, and . e 
&& In mingled clouds to Hin; whoſe ſun exalts, 

« Whoſe breath prefumes you, and whoſe pencil n 


Fe foreſts bend, ye harveſts wave, to Hu; 
Breathe your ſtill ſong into the rea per's heart, 


As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 
Ve that keep watch in heaven, as earth aſleep 


' -& Unconſcious lies, effuſe your mildeſi beams, 


© Ye conſtellations, while your angels ſtrike, 
Amid the ſpangled ſky, the filver lyre. 
<<. Great ſource af day! beſt image here below 


* Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide, 


© From world to world, the vital ocean round, 

* On Nature write with every. beam Hts praiſe. 

«© The thunder rolls: be hufh'd the proftrate world; 

« While cloud to cloud returns the ſolemn hymn 
For me, when I forget the darling theme, | 
++ Whether the bloſſom blows, the ſummer- ray 

©© Ruſſets the plain, inſpiring Autumn gleams; | 

% Or Winter riſes in the blackening eat: 

Be my tongue mute, my fancy paint no more, 

*© And, dead to joy, forget my heart to beat! 


SHOULD 
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% SHoULD fate command me to the fartheſt verge 
Of the green earth, to diſlant barbarous climes, 
Rivers unknown to ſong; where firſt the ſun 
« Gilds Indian mountains, or his ſetting beam 
« Flames on the Atlantic iſles ; tis nought to me: 
1% Since God is ever preſent, ever felt, 
In the void waſte as in the city full; 
& And where He vital breathes there muſt be joy, 
% When even at laſt the ſolemn hour ſhall come, 
« And wing my miſtic flight to future worlds, 
& I cheerful will obcy; there, with new powers, 
« Will riſing wonders ſing: I cannot go | 
« Where UNIVZRSAL Love not ſmiles around, "F< 
% Suſtaining all yon orbs, and all their ſons ; 
« From ſeeming Evil ſtill educing Good, 
% And Better thence again, and Better ſtill, 
In infinite progreſſion. But I lgſe 


« Myſelf in Hiu, in Licut id TAE; 
Come then, expreſlive ſilence, muſe 11s praiſe, 
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